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PETITION NO. 522 - Cross-Sound Cable Company, LLC petition for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) is required for the construction, maintenance, and operation of an electric substation and interconnection facility located adjacent to the East Shore Substation and the New Haven Harbor Generating Facility, One Waterfront Street, New Haven, Connecticut.
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On July 24, 2001, Cross-Sound Cable Company, LLC (CSCC) filed with the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) a petition for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) is required for the construction, maintenance, and operation of an electric converter substation and interconnection facility at One Waterfront Street, New Haven, Connecticut.  

The purpose of the proposed substation and alternating current (AC) electric interconnection is to support a bi-directional high voltage direct current (HVDC) electric transmission cable system.  The proposed cable system would interconnect the electric systems of both New England and New York and would allow for the transfer of up to approximately 330 megawatts of electricity to or from Long Island.

The proposed substation site and interconnection are located within an Industry H District, adjacent to other commercial and industrial land uses including Wisvest's New Haven Harbor Generating Station (NHHS) and United Illuminating's East Shore Substation.  Although East Shore Park is located approximately 1,000 feet south of the proposed substation site, we believe that the substation and electric interconnection will have a deminimus visual impact to the area because the proposed structures would be similar in appearance to existing land uses nearby and would be moderately obscured from various public views due to existing structures, vegetation, topography, and distance.  

Construction of the proposed substation and the proposed electric interconnection would not require the removal of any substantial mature vegetation, nor would any mapped inland wetlands or watercourses be impacted.  The proposed substation site is not located within any known nesting or breeding habitat for avian species, nor are any extant populations of Federal or State Endangered, Threatened, or Special Concern Species known to occur in the immediate vicinity of the proposed substation site. 

Operation of the proposed substation would not effect the environment or ecology of the site provided provisions are made for the prevention, detection, and containment of an accidental release of fluids from the substation.  We do not want any further degradation of the soils and groundwater beneath the substation site.  Therefore, we will order that an emergency response plan, and detailed plans for leak detection and containment features for the water/glycol mixture, transformer oil, and all other fluids at the proposed substation be provided in the Development and Management Plan (D&M).  

Electric and magnetic fields (EMF) and their possible effects are also a concern to the Council.  We have reviewed the existing EMF levels, and considered the effect the projected increase in EMF levels would have on existing land uses near the proposed project; consistent with the Electric and Magnetic Field Best Management Practices, adopted by the Council in February 1993.  The State of Connecticut has not established standards for exposure to electric, and/or magnetic fields, and there is no evidence for the Council to conclude that the proposed substation and electric interconnection would be hazardous to persons or property adjacent to or near the facility.  However, we will order that CSCC perform post-construction AC and DC EMF monitoring, and that CSCC bring this facility into compliance with any future State or federal standard, should such a standard be adopted.

Based on the record in this proceeding, we find that the effects associated with the construction, maintenance, and operation of the substation and electric interconnection located at One Waterfront Street, New Haven, including effects on the natural environment; ecological integrity and balance; forests and parks; scenic, historic, and recreational values; air and water purity; fish and wildlife; and public health and safety are not disproportionate either alone or cumulatively with other effects; would not have a substantial adverse environmental effect, and pursuant to General Statutes § 16-50k would not require a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need.

To ensure the site is properly developed, we will require CSCC to submit a D&M Plan which will include provisions for storm water management and oil containment; an emergency response plan; a site plan to identify and depict the substation equipment and interconnection; an erosion and sediment control plan, consistent with the Connecticut Guidelines for Soil and Erosion and Sediment Control as amended; provisions for noise monitoring; and post-construction AC and DC EMF monitoring.







