PETITION NO. 518 - Crown Atlantic Company LLC petition for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for proposed relocation of an existing telecommunications tower and related equipment off North Street and Bates Lane, Greenwich, Connecticut.
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On June 22, 2001, Crown Atlantic Company LLC (Crown) petitioned the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need would be required for the proposed relocation of an existing 175-foot telecommunications tower and replacement with a new 190-foot tower at a site approximately 16 feet lower in elevation and approximately 180 feet to the north.  At its present location, the existing tower has a tower radius which extends onto residential properties to the south and west of a 5.664-acre site owned by Crown.  Moving the tower to the north would allow the entire 190-foot tower radius to be contained completely within Crown's property.  The existing tower is at full capacity, and no additional antennas can be added to this tower.  The proposed new tower could hold a total of eight antenna platforms, and current carriers on the existing tower would retain their antennas at their present respective levels.

The Council considered the visibility of the new tower which would be visible from properties to the south and north.  However, the existing 175-foot tower is presently only 160 feet from a nearby home and moving the tower to a position more centrally located within the Crown parcel would provide a better buffer than its present location of only 54 feet from the property's western boundary and 46 feet from the south boundary.  Decreasing the amount of tree removal required around the new tower would assist in minimizing its visibility.  Crown has stated the new tower could be placed in the area of the existing access road slightly farther to the north.  The proposed equipment building could be made less obtrusive by eliminating the use of barbed wire, use of architectural treatment to construct the building and compound to appear as a horse barn or stable, and planting evergreen trees around the perimeter of the building and at other locations about the parcel.

The Council will order a Development and Management Plan (D&M Plan) be submitted for Council approval prior to the commencement of any construction.  The D&M Plan should include plans to: relocate the tower in an area requiring minimal tree removal; contain the tower radius entirely within the Crown parcel; architecturally treat the building and compound to appear as a horse barn or stable; plant evergreens for screening of the equipment building; and to dismantle and remove the existing tower and tower compound from the site as soon as possible after the relocation of all telecommunications antennas and equipment.

Based on the record in this proceeding, the Council will issue a declaratory ruling that the proposed replacement and relocation of the existing tower off of North Street and Bates Lane in Greenwich, Connecticut would not have a substantial adverse environmental effect and would not require a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need.

