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Petition No. 517
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New Milford, Connecticut

Staff Report

July 11, 2001

On July 9, 2001, Connecticut Siting Council (Council) member Gerald Heffernan and Christina Lepage, Fred Cunliffe and Gwenn Gregory of the Council staff met with Sprint Spectrum, L.P. (Sprint) representatives Julie Donaldson, Laura Thoman, Kim Filomia, and John Lusi off of Hilltop View Lane, New Milford, Connecticut for inspection of an electric transmission line structure. Sprint has an agreement with Connecticut Light & Power (CL&P) Company for installation of antennas and associated equipment for telecommunications use. Sprint is petitioning the Council for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) is required for the modification.  

Sprint proposes to install three panel antennas as a cluster mount on a pipe extension at the top of the 150-foot monopole structure (#10184).  This antenna installation would increase the total height of the tower by 7.5 feet.  Equipment that was initially proposed to be installed on a 10-foot by 20-foot pier-mounted platform down slope of the structure within a vegetative buffer of mature cedar trees will now consist of a 10-foot by 20-foot concrete pad up slope of the structure. An underground duct bank will be installed to the structure for the antenna coaxial. Sprint would improve a gravel drive and install utilities underground from a distribution line along Hilltop View Lane. Understory vegetation would need to be cleared for construction of the site. Erosion and sediment controls would be installed around the site and transmission structure prior to construction. 

Placements of equipment at the base of the structure are not feasible because of an existing pass and repass easement retained by the Osbournes within the CL&P right-of-way. Furthermore, use of a CL&P tower one span north would not provide adequate handoff coverage to the south and would require a lease from another landowner.

Surrounding land uses to the CL&P-owned 3.92 acre property consist of transmission towers, undeveloped property, and several residences. 

The total worst-case power density for telecommunications operations at the site has been calculated to be 5.98% of the applicable standard for uncontrolled environments.  

Sprint contends that the use of this monopole structure will not result in a substantial environmental effect.  Sprint also states that they will not need to construct a telecommunications tower in this area. 
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