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Petition No. 515

Sprint Spectrum, L.P.

Bethel, Connecticut

Staff Report

July 11, 2001

On July 9, 2001, Connecticut Siting Council (Council) member Gerald J. Heffernan and Christina Lepage of the Council staff met with Sprint Spectrum, L.P. (Sprint) representative Julie Donaldson, Kim Filomia, Laura Thoman and John Lusi at 8 Sky Edge Lane, Bethel, Connecticut for inspection of an electric transmission structure. The property and structure is owned by Connecticut Light and Power Co. (CL&P).  Sprint, with the agreement of CL&P, proposes to modify the structure by installing antennas and associated equipment for telecommunications use and is petitioning the Council for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) is required for the modification.  

Sprint proposes the installation of twelve PCS panel antennas on a Power Mount.  The antennas will extend approximately 9-feet 10-inches above the existing 150-foot transmission line monopole structure (#10255).  The centerline of the antennas will be at approximately 157-feet 6-inches above ground level (AGL).  The top of the antennas will be approximately 159-feet 10-inches.  A global positioning system (GPS) antenna will be placed at 50-feet AGL on the monopole.

 Sprint proposes a 20-foot by 10-foot concrete pad with space for four cabinets containing equipment and three growth cabinets.  The associated equipment will be placed immediately adjacent to the base of the structure.  Sprint also proposes to install equipment cabinets off of the concrete pad.  A 6-foot high chain link fence topped with 1 foot of barbed wire will surround the equipment cabinets.  The access drive will extend from Sky Edge Lane to the monopole structure.  An underground conduit from an adjacent utility pole along the proposed access drive will provide power and telephone service to the site.   

Surrounding land uses includes undeveloped land with mature trees and vegetation, and residential homes, with commercial and industrial uses on an adjacent parcel owned by Yankee Gas. The zoning designation of this site is R-30 (residential).  The nearest residence is about 290 feet to the southwest. 

The worst-case power density for the telecommunications operations at the site has been calculated to be 5.54% of the applicable standard for uncontrolled environments.

The Town of Bethel Planning and Zoning Commission has requested the opportunity to review the erosion and sedimentation control and landscaping for the proposed site.  

Sprint contends that the increase in height of this monopole structure will not result in a substantial environmental effect, and will eliminate the need to construct a new telecommunications tower to provide coverage to this area of Bethel. 
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