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On May 8, 2001, Connecticut Siting Council (Council) member Gerald J. Heffernan and Council staff Paul M. Aresta met with VoiceStream Wireless (VoiceStream) representative Stephen J. Humes, Kurt D. Sheathelm, Solomon Bertle, and Bob Gaudet at NRG's Devon Power Plant located off of Naugatuck Avenue in Milford, Connecticut.  VoiceStream proposes to modify the 350-foot smokestack by installing antennas and associated telecommunications equipment at the Devon Power Plant, and is petitioning the Council for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) is required for the proposed modification.  

VoiceStream proposes to install one sector with up to four antennas at a centerline height of 170 feet above ground level (AGL) on an existing catwalk, and two sectors with up to four antennas per sector at a centerline height of 300 feet AGL on the existing 350-foot tall smokestack.  VoiceStream would lease a 10-foot by 25-foot area from NRG for the proposed equipment cabinets.  The proposed lease area would be located adjacent to the south side of the existing silo house.  VoiceStream propose to install up to three equipment cabinets on a new steel platform raised approximately two feet AGL, to elevate the proposed equipment out of the floodzone.  The co-axial cables would run down the exterior of the existing 350-foot tall smokestack to the proposed equipment cabinets.  VoiceStream would surround the proposed equipment cabinets and lease area with a chain link fence.  Electrical service would be provided by an existing service located on the second floor of the silo house.

The existing smokestack is structurally capable of supporting the proposed equipment.  The maximum worst-case electromagnetic power density for the proposed antennas and two existing microwave dish antennas at the proposed site would be 3.03 percent of the applicable standard for an uncontrolled environment.  The proposed lease area is located in a LI-30 industrial zone.  The nearest residence is located approximately 1,000 feet east of the existing smokestack. 

VoiceStream contends that the proposed modification would not damage existing scenic, historical, or recreational values in the area, nor result in a substantial adverse environmental effect.  VoiceStream further contends that the proposed project would eliminate the need to construct of a new telecommunications tower in the area to provide coverage to its target area.
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