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Petition No. 501

AT&T Wireless PCS, Inc.

Wilton, Connecticut

Staff Report

March 1, 2001

On February 23, 2001, Connecticut Siting Council (Council) member Edward Wilensky and Christina Lepage of the Council staff met with AT&T Wireless (AT&T) representative Michael Murphy at 27 Cannon Road, Wilton, Connecticut for inspection of an electric transmission structure. The property and structure is owned by Connecticut Light and Power Co. (CL&P).  AT&T, with the agreement of CL&P, proposes to modify the structure by installing antennas and associated equipment for telecommunications use and is petitioning the Council for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) is required for the modification.  

AT&T proposes the installation of three panel antennas on a pipe extension.  The antennas will extend approximately 7-feet 6-inches above the existing 100-foot transmission line lattice structure (#2982).  The height at the top of the antennas will be about 107-feet 6-inches above ground level (AGL) with the antenna centerline at 105-feet AGL                                                                                                       

 Lucent Technologies equipment cabinets will be mounted on a 16-foot by 5-foot steel frame supported on three rectangular concrete piers.  The cabinets will be located 2-feet 4-inches from the base of the tower.  The compound will be surrounded by a 35-foot by 12-foot stockade fence to screen the site from the road and adjacent properties. An underground conduit from an adjacent utility pole will provide power and telephone service to the site.   

The proposed site is located at 27 Cannon Road in the Town of Wilton.  Surrounding land uses consist of high voltage lines, transmission towers, the railroad and residential land.  The zoning designation of this site is R2A (residential).  The nearest residence is about 250-feet away across Pimpewaug Road.  The proposed antenna extension would comply with the Town’s standards for antennas placed on existing structures. 

The worst-case power density for the telecommunications operations at the site has been calculated to be 6.09% of the applicable standard for uncontrolled environments.

The Town of Wilton is concerned about the impact of the proposed plans on an adjacent drainage swale, as well as grading and erosion and sediment controls to be implemented at the site.  They have stated that the proposed equipment cabinets may be located within 100 feet of an existing stream, in which case the Inland Wetlands Commission should review the proposed project.  AT&T contends that the nearest watercourse and wetlands is the Norwalk River about 195 feet north of the site.  

The Town of Wilton also recommends the protection of a 10-15 foot red cedar located near the site, and that native trees or shrubs are planted to camouflage the six-foot stockade fence to reduce the impact to the historic residential neighborhood. 

AT&T contends that the increase in height of this lattice structure will not result in a substantial environmental effect and the proposed project will be consistent with the existing surrounding landscape.  AT&T also states that disturbance by construction will be limited, the vegetative clearing necessary for the gravel access drive that will be installed to access the site, and construction will be minimal.  
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