Petition 499

The United Illuminating Company

Staff Report

January 21, 2001

On January 18, 2001, Connecticut Siting Council (Council) member William H. Smith and Council staff Paul M. Aresta met United Illuminating Company (UI) representatives Kathleen Shanley, Peter C. Constabile, and Steve Syrett to review this petition.  UI is petitioning the Council for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need would be required for the proposed construction of an outdoor training facility and modifications to the Milvon Substation at 770 Bridgeport Avenue in Milford, Connecticut.

UI proposes to remove an existing 4-kV transformer and RA switch from the existing substation and locate a ten-foot by 50-foot trailer on the existing concrete foundation for classroom training.  UI would clear and fence a triangular shaped wooded area to the west of the substation measuring approximately 250 feet in length, approximately 115 feet wide at the rear of the parcel, and approximately 45 feet wide at the entrance for the new training area.  UI proposes to install seventeen 45-foot poles (39 feet above the ground) and connecting wire to practice overhead procedures in an area measuring approximately 45 feet wide by 150 feet in length located west of the substation.  Seven additional 45-foot wood poles would be installed along the existing western fence line of the substation for the insulate/isolate training area.  UI would also install 13 twelve-foot wood poles (six feet above the ground) for assembly practice while the workers are on the ground.  The proposed construction is expected to take approximately six weeks.

The Milvon Substation is commercially zoned and is abutted by a car dealership to the south and east, Fairfield Trailer Sales to the west, the Department of Transportation railroad tracks to the north, and Bridgeport Avenue (Route 1) to the south.  The wooded area to the west of the substation does not contain wetlands; however, there are wetlands located northwest of the substation, within 50 feet of the proposed training area.  The City of Milford's Inland Wetlands Office has reviewed this petition, and has required UI to install soil erosion and sedimentation control fencing and a three foot high woodchip berm along the northern boundary of the proposed work area.  UI will also install a fence at the northwestern corner of the training area for access to the drainage swale to facilitate maintenance of drainage structures.  

The proposed work would be on UI's existing property and no new property would be needed.  UI contends that the proposed work would have no significant effects on surrounding land uses, aesthetics, traffic, wetlands, or water quality; and that no change in noise levels at the substation are anticipated.

Staff recommends that UI install vegetative screening along the western property line from the proposed gated entrance to the training area northwesterly for a distance of approximately 200 feet, and that the proposed soil erosion and sedimentation control fencing be installed for the entire length of the proposed three foot high woodchip berm along the northern fenceline of the training area and substation.
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