Petition No. 497

Connecticut Light & Power Company

Staff Report

December 14, 2000

On December 11,2000, Connecticut Siting Council (Council) member Colin Tait and Christina Lepage of the Council staff met with Connecticut Light and Power Company (CL&P) representatives Kris Aberg and Luis Gonzalez.  CL&P is petitioning the Council for proposed modifications to the Barbour Hill Substation off of Barber Hill Road, South Windsor and the Rockville Substation on Maple Street, Vernon, and the conversion of the existing 69-kV 625 transmission line to a 115-kV 1724 transmission line.  CL&P is petitioning the Council for a declaratory ruling that the proposed project would have no substantial adverse environmental effect. 

The proposed project includes a conversion from a 69-kV transmission to a 115-kV transmission over 4.7 miles.  The transmission line is supported by 3.4 miles of double-circuit wooden H-frame structures, which were pre-built with insulation levels suitable for 115-kV operation, and 1.3 miles of double-circuit lattice towers, which will require the installation of two porcelain insulator units in each existing string of insulators.  It is necessary to upgrade the equipment at both the Barbour Hill and Rockville Substations to fully operate at 115-kV.  

The proposed project is necessary to upgrade obsolete 69-kV substation equipment.  The upgrade to full 115-kV operation will reduce transmission losses and improve reliability.  

All proposed additions would be consistent with the height of existing structures; and would not increase sound levels.  Equipment containing oil will be placed on concrete with a sump to prevent spillage.

Construction would commence March 2001 and would be completed by October 2001.
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