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On October 26, 2000, Connecticut Siting Council members William H. Smith and Edward S. Wilensky and Fred Cunliffe of Council staff met with Peter Goldenberg of Colt Refining, Inc.(Colt Refining) at its facility located at 12 Baer Circle, East Haven. Colt Refining seeks a declaratory ruling from the Council that the acceptance of precious metal-bearing liquids that meet the definition of hazardous waste for reclamation of precious metals would not require a Certificate of Public Safety and Necessity.

Colt Refining primarily processes scrap material from the printed circuit board manufacturing industry for purposes of reclaiming precious metals.  Initially, a cyanide-based solution is used in the reclamation of precious metals rendering a by-product that is categorized as a Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) hazardous waste, with the following codes D003 – cyanide solutions, F007 spent plating bath solutions from electroplating operations, and D010 - selenium.  Colt presently generates approximately 5,200 gallons per year of hazardous waste that is sent off-site for proper disposal.  Colt Refining has a secure hazardous waste storage area that measures 21 feet by 5 feet for a capacity of 1,600 gallons.  The waste is stored in 55-gallon drums and placed on secondary containment pallets (four drums to a pallet) and stacked no higher than ten feet or two pallets to a stack.  All hazardous wastes is shipped off-site within 90 days of accumulation.

Colt Refining has submitted an application to the Department of Environmental Protection for a permit under Connecticut General Statute 22a-454.  Colt Refining would accept solutions from plating operations for reclamation of precious metals with the following waste streams codes of: D002 – corrosive liquids, D003 – cyanide solutions, D006 – cadmium, D007 - chromium, D008 – lead, D010 – selenium, F007 - spent plating bath solutions from electroplating operations, F008 – plating bath sludge from the bottom of plating baths from electroplating operations, and F009 – spent stripping and cleaning bath solutions from electroplating operations. It is anticipated Colt Refining would receive three to four 55 gallon drums of precious metal-bearing solutions per shipment or approximately 12,000 gallons per year.  This increase in waste stream would require an approximate 30 percent increase in the hazardous waste storage area from 105 square feet to about 136 square feet.  

Colt Refining contends the acceptance of hazardous waste, similar to that generated on-site, for reclamation of precious metals would not require a Certificate.

