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Staff Report

December 14, 2000

On October 30, 2000, Connecticut Siting Council (Council) member Gerald Heffernan, and Fred Cunliffe of Council staff, met Bryan Homayouni of Tectonic Engineering Consultants for AT&T Wireless PCS (AT&T) for an inspection of a Connecticut Light & Power Company (CL&P) electric transmission line structure (no. 3308) located at the end of Halpin Lane, Ridgfield.  AT&T, with the agreement of CL&P, proposes to modify the transmission structure for telecommunications use and is petitioning the Council for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) is required for the modification. The proposed site would be the third telecommunications site within an approximate 2 mile Rails to Trails being developed by CL&P and the Town of Ridgefield.

AT&T proposes to attach a 4.5-inch diameter by 12-foot high mast to an existing 105-foot tall steel monopole electric transmission structure.  A total of three, four-foot high panel antennas would be installed in a low profile configuration.  The total height of the structure with antennas would be 117 feet. 

As a measure to mitigate the visual effect of the equipment cabinets proposed on a 10-foot by 14-foot concrete pad, and to enhance the compatibility of the facility with the recreational trail, AT&T’s equipment could be incorporated within a trailhead bench and notice board upslope of the structure either within CL&P’s ROW or on Town property to coincide with the Town’s development of a handicapped access to the Rails to Trails.  

AT&T would access the site from Prospect Street a distance of 900 feet along the Rails to Trails within a right-of-way owned by CL&P. While no inland wetlands are within the project limits, a drainage swale would be modified with an underground 30-foot by 15 inch concrete culvert within CL&P’s right-of-way. In addition, clearing of vegetation, cutting into a slope, and restoration would conform to Connecticut Guidelines for Erosion and Sediment Control.  A total of six evergreen trees would be planted to provide a buffer to the Rails to Trails. The nearest residence is a condominium located 97 feet east of the structure. The zoning of this site is (RAA) Residential.

Use of existing structures considered and rejected are as follows:

· a structure located within a substation approximately 200 feet west had a lower elevation than the proposed structure,  

· an existing 130-foot monopole located approximately 1,700 feet south at the Ridgefield Police Station would need to be 20 feet higher which the Town denied such use, and

· replacement of a steeple with “stealth antennas” approved by the Planning and Zoning Commission but denied by the Town’s Historic Commission.

The worst case power density for the telecommunications operations at the site has been calculated to be less than 0.01 % of the applicable standard for uncontrolled environments.  

Staff recommends that the equipment cabinets be installed upslope of structure #3308 within or directly behind the bench and notice board with landscaping bordering the ends of the bench and notice board, with the site plan and architectural treatment subject to Town review. This compact installation could relocate the equipment to coincide with the development of handicapped access, minimize slope disturbance, and maximize the buffer between Rails to Trails and the equipment cabinets.

AT&T contends that the proposed installation will not cause a substantial adverse environmental effect, and for this reason would not require a Certificate.
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