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Petition No. 484

Algonquin Gas Transmission Company

Wallingford Pipeline Lateral

Wallingford, Connecticut

October 2, 2000

Algonquin Gas Transmission Company (Algonquin) submitted a petition to the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) for a determination that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) would be required for an extension to the existing Algonquin pipeline. Algonquin proposes to construct a 12-inch diameter pipeline lateral, approximately 1.2 miles in length, to connect the main Algonquin lines to the PPL Generating Station, an electric generating facility, approved on June 20, 2000, in Council Petition No. 451, in the Town of Wallingford, Connecticut.  

On September 28, 1999, Council member William H. Smith with Council staff Joel Rinebold and Fred Cunliffe met Ed Harney of Algonquin for a field review of this project.

Construction would include two new valves, associated blow-off and a 30-foot by 40-foot fenced compound within its existing 50-foot wide right-of-way (ROW) located west of the Town of Wallingford’s landfill.  The proposed lateral would be installed in an easterly direction 1,600 feet from the existing pipeline along a Town-owned dirt road adjacent to the Wallingford landfill (Oliver Creek Road) to Pent Road.  The pipe would turn north along Pent Road for 1,500 feet and turn east onto Ball Street for 400 feet before turning north onto South Cherry Street for a distance of 600 feet.  From South Cherry Street the pipeline turns northwest and follows an existing Town sewer easement 1,000 feet then turns north a distance of 600 feet crossing under John Street, terminating at the PPL Generating Station. A 36-foot by 21-foot, single-story meter building, 200-gallon liquid separator tank, and associated bow-off would be constructed within a fenced compound southwest of the PPL Generating Station. 

Access would be via existing roads during construction. No new permanent access roads would be constructed. Construction of the line would require temporary workspace up to 25 feet in width along the pipeline route. Algonquin would retain a permanent easement of 30 feet in width and maintain a ten-foot swath of non-woody vegetation at those areas not paved.  To initiate construction, the route of the line would be cleared of vegetation, the trench would be excavated, pipe laid adjacent to the trench, welded, and placed in the trench in long sections before backfilling.  Algonquin expects to use the stove pipe construction method (installation of individual pipe sections) for installing the pipeline in the roadways and using steel plates to cover the trench where traffic may be congested.  Soil erosion control methods include placement of silt fence and hay bales, which would be installed after vegetative clearing and prior to grading. Algonquin would follow the Connecticut Guidelines for Soil Erosion and Sediment (E&S) Control; Federal Energy Regulatory Commission Upland Erosion Control, Revegetation, and Maintenance Plan; and Algonquin Erosion and Sediment Control Plan for erosion and sediment control, reseeding, mulching, and contouring practices.  Algonquin proposes to hire an Environmental Inspector to be on site daily during construction.  Also, Algonquin would monitor all restoration work for two growing seasons.

The entire pipeline ROW is within Town of Wallingford property with approximately 75 percent within town roadways and the other 25 percent across previously disturbed land that would require grading and clearing. Six inland wetlands and watercourse were identified as palustrine emergent/scrub-shrub wetland complex near the proposed project boundaries. Three of these wetlands located north and south of Oliver Creek Road would be temporarily impacted for a linear distance of 420 feet. These wetlands appeared to be previously disturbed from the construction of Oliver Creek Road and the Town’s landfill. Algonquin would use wooden swampmats to support construction equipment during wet conditions. Spoil piles from trenching would be protected from erosion by use of silt fences.  Algonquin has received approvals from the Town of Wallingford Inland Wetland Commission with a special condition that E&S controls be installed and inspected by the Environmental Inspector prior to the commencement of construction. 

The proposed project would take place within an area zoned industrial. Adjacent landuses include a landfill and transfer station, chemical manufacturing plant, wastewater treatment plant, existing Alfred Pierce Generating facility, high voltage electric transmission line, and various commercial activities.  The nearest residences located on John Street would be approximately 500 feet east of pipeline construction. 

The line would be hydrostatically tested using water from the municipal system and discharging into the municipal sanitary sewer system.  Algonquin would acquire necessary permits from the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) regarding water resources and discharges. 

No federally or State-listed endangered, threatened, or species of concern were located along the proposed route. The Connecticut Historical Commission states that the proposed project will have no effect on historic, architectural, or archeological resources listed on or eligible for the National Register of Historic Places. 

Alternative routes were reviewed and rejected due to closed and capped landfill, longer bores under Route 15 and the Quinnipiac River, and congested utility infrastructure. 

Algonquin has proposed to construct the lateral during the months of October, November, and December 2000. 

Algonquin contends that the proposed lateral would not have a substantial adverse environmental effect and would not require a Certificate under Connecticut General Statutes § 16-50k.

Council staff recommends approval with the following conditions:

· Hire an Environmental Inspector and submit this person’s qualifications to the Council prior to construction;

· Submit weekly progress reports to the Council starting with site clearing ending with completion of restoration as determined by the Council; 

· Any vegetative clearing that is pursued before placement of a silt fence be done in a way that does not disturb ground areas;

· All erosion controls including silt fence is to be installed prior to disturbing ground areas and trenching;

· The pipeline is to be installed with adequate protection to prevent deformation from any rock inside the trench;

· Trench plugs are to be installed where necessary on slopes adjacent to inland wetlands;

· Weights or a rock jacket are to be used on the line where necessary to prevent floating; and

· Inland wetland mitigation including revegetation is to be pursued within six days after final grading.

