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AT&T Wireless PCS, Inc.

Darien, Connecticut

Staff Report

August 10, 2000

On August 8, 2000, Connecticut Siting Council (Council) member Gerald J. Heffernan, and Fred Cunliffe of Council staff met AT&T Wireless PCS (AT&T) representatives Michael Austin, Jim Hosack, Firooz Homayouni, and George Forbes for inspection of a Connecticut Light & Power Company (CL&P) electric transmission line structure (no. 1066) located off West Avenue at the Darien Railroad Station.  AT&T, with the agreement of CL&P, proposes to modify the transmission structure for telecommunications use and is petitioning the Council for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) is required for the modification.  

AT&T proposes to attach a 6.625-inch diameter by 17-foot high mast to an existing 95-foot tall monopole electric transmission structure.  A total of six, four-foot high panel antennas, in a triangular layout, would extend four feet above the top of the tower.  The total height of the structure with antennas would be 112 feet.  A structural analysis concludes no additional reinforcement is necessary for this proposal.  Also, AT&T has an agreement with the Connecticut Department of Transportation to construct a 12-foot by 20-foot equipment building near the base of the existing CL&P structure.  No clearing of vegetation is necessary. The proposed site is north of the Darien Railroad Station and south of West Avenue.  

An existing parking lot off West Avenue would be used by AT&T to access the structure. Utilities would be routed underground approximately 20 feet from an existing utility distribution pole to the site. ConnDOT is planning to make improvements at the Darien Railroad Station and AT&T would coordinate construction activities with ConnDOT.  AT&T proposes architectural treatment similar to the existing Darien Railroad Station. The site is zoned NB Neighborhood Business, however a public park is located across West Avenue. While no fencing or landscaping is proposed, the Town of Darien recommends the building be architecturally treated consistent with the ConnDOT’s proposed renovations and plant vegetation around AT&T’s building.

Council staff recommends the architectural design and landscaping plan is reviewed by the Council and Town of Darien prior to the commencement of construction.

The worst case power density for the telecommunications operations at the site has been calculated to be less than 2.4% of the applicable standard for uncontrolled environments.  

AT&T contends that the proposed installation will not cause a substantial adverse environmental effect, and for this reason would not require a Certificate.
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