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Petition 469 and Docket No. 182

AT&T Wireless Services

Barkhamsted, Connecticut

Development and Management Plan

August 10, 2000

On July 27, 2000, AT&T Wireless Services (AT&T) submitted a request that the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) reconsider a declaratory ruling that no amendment to the Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need, issued by the Council in Docket No. 182 on June 25, 1998, would be required to allow expansion of the leased parcel.  This filing included a revised Development and Management Plan (D&M Plan) for the Barkhamsted tower site. The facility to be developed is located within a 98-acre parcel of property owned by the Regional Refuse Disposal District #1.

In order to accommodate future co-location of telecommunications carriers, AT&T has increased its leased parcel size from 50 feet by 50 feet to 75 feet by 75 feet; however, development of the site would comprise of a 50- by 50-foot compound, which complies the Council’s Decision and Order.

The D&M plan proposes a 124-foot monopole tower to be architecturally treated to simulate a pine tree.  While the Council ordered the tower not to exceed 120 feet, AT&T contends that to construct a simulated tree tower with the potential of expansion, the four foot extension is necessary for attachment of artificial branching. Furthermore, the artificial branching would be designed to simulate a 120-foot pine tree.  Nextel Communications of Mid-Atlantic, Inc. (Nextel) would mount three whip antennas to the top of the tower with a centerline radiation at 127 feet followed by AT&T attaching a twelve-foot wide antenna platform supporting 12 panel antennas with a centerline radiation at 120 feet, and Springwich Cellular Limited Partnership (Springwich) attaching a twelve-foot wide antenna platform supporting 12 panel antennas with a centerline radiation at 110 feet.  To accommodate future co-location, the tower and its foundation have been designed to accommodate up to six wireless carriers, with an extension up to 150 feet if approved by the Council.  The base of the monopole would be approximately 6 feet in width tapering to approximately 3 feet in width.  The tower would be placed on an eight-foot square pedestal on a 36-foot square by 5-foot thick concrete foundation. The Federal Aviation Administration does not require lighting or marking for the proposed 120-foot tower.

One 12-foot by 26-foot equipment building for AT&T and two 10-foot by 20-foot equipment buildings, one each for Nextel and Springwich would be oriented to permit expansion within the compound.  These buildings would be architecturally treated with wood siding.  An eight-foot high chain link fence would enclose the 50-foot by 50-foot leased compound.  The site is within a forested area with the nearest residence located approximately 1000 north of the site. Existing vegetation and distance would minimize visibility of the site compound.

AT&T would improve approximately 760 feet of an existing unimproved road from the end of Rust Road to a width of twelve feet with gravel cover. Ownership of this portion of the road is undetermined, however, AT&T has access rights via a lease with the Regional Refuse Disposal District #1.  A two-foot wide drainage way would be constructed on the east side of the road.  A new 150-foot gravel covered access drive with a turn-around area would be constructed from the improved road to the site. Electric and telephone utilities would be placed underground on the west side of the improved road and access drive with the transformer being located adjacent to the turn around area outside the fenced compound.  Erosion and sediment controls would be placed on the north side of the site and new access drive, including an anti-tracking pad on the access road leading to the site.  A temporary refueling containment area would be installed adjacent to the west side of the site. AT&T would rehabilitate the existing portion of Rust Road to its pre-construction condition, if necessary, after construction.

Council staff recommends that hay bale check dams be installed every 100 feet on the west side of the improved road to prevent gully erosion and that AT&T develop and provide a schedule for trench excavation consistent with public works and OSHA protocol.

If approved, AT&T has notified the Council of its intent to begin access work and construction of the facility immediately after approval of the Development and Management Plan.

AT&T contends that the proposed expansion of the leased parcel does not require an amendment to a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need.
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