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On June 16, 2000, Connecticut Siting Council (Council) member Edward S. Wilensky, and Fred Cunliffe of Council staff met Voicestream Wireless (Voicestream) representatives J. Brendan Sharkey, Esq., Chetan Dharduk, and Haider Syed for inspection of a Connecticut Light & Power Company (CL&P) electric transmission line structure (no. 1280) located off Sound Shore Drive in Greenwich.  Voicestream, with the agreement of CL&P, proposes to modify the transmission structure for telecommunications use and is petitioning the Council for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) is required for the modification.  

Voicestream proposes to attach a 7-inch diameter pipe extending the existing lattice structure height of 140 feet by 23 feet four inches for a total height of approximately 164 feet.  A structural analysis concludes no additional reinforcement is necessary.  Voicestream proposes to install two low profile antenna cluster mounts with centers of radiation at 161 feet and 152 feet 4 inches on the pipe and a 2-foot by 2-foot microwave antenna at the approximate 140-foot level of the structure.  Voicestream proposes to place associated equipment cabinets on a concrete foundation within a 10.5-foot by 11.5-foot compound secured by a six-foot chain link fence. Since CL&P transmission line easement is limited to an aerial right-of-way, Voicestream will need to obtain a lease agreement with the Connecticut Department of Rail Transportation (ConnDOT) for underlying land use.  Access to the CL&P structure would be from Sound Shore Drive over a ConnDOT easement.  Utilities would be placed underground within this easement from an existing distribution pole located approximately 350 feet west of the proposed site.  

Surrounding land uses include a CL&P substation and transmission lines, Town-owned water tank and abandoned power station, railroad right-of-way, and Interstate 95. Other existing transmission line structures in the area range in height from 95 feet to 140 feet AGL. 

The Council approved Petition No. 399 on July 23, 1998 for Sprint to use structure no. 1281 just west of the proposed site and approved Petition No.  443 on February 2, 2000 for AT&T to use structure no. 1292 adjacent to the Cos Cob Substation. The zoning of the proposed site is Residential R-6. The nearest home is approximately 350 north across the railroad right-of-way of the site. 

The worst case power density for the telecommunications operations at the site has been calculated to be less than 1.8% of the applicable standard for uncontrolled environments.  

Voicestream contends that the proposed installation will not cause a substantial adverse environmental effect, and for this reason would not require a Certificate.
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