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Sprint Spectrum, L.P.

Norwalk, Connecticut

Staff Report

May 10, 2000

On May 8, 2000, Connecticut Siting Council (Council) member Edward S. Wilensky and Fred Cunliffe of Council staff met Andrew Sabetta of Pinnacle Site Development and Julie Cashin, Esq. Of Hurwitz and Sagarin, LLC for Sprint Spectrum, L.P. (Sprint) for inspection of a Connecticut Light & Power Company (CL&P) electric transmission line structure (no. 1109) located off Charles Marshall Drive, Norwalk.  Sprint, with the agreement of CL&P, proposes to modify the transmission structure for telecommunications use and is petitioning the Council for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) is required for the modification.  

Sprint proposes to attach a 3.5-inch diameter pipe extending the existing structure height of 95 feet by 10 feet 8 inches for a total height of approximately 106 feet. A structural analysis concludes no additional reinforcement is necessary for this proposal.  Sprint proposes a low profile antenna cluster mount at the top of the pipe and placing associated equipment cabinets on an 8-foot by 20-foot concrete foundation within the existing structure’s footprint and within CL&P’s right-of-way. This foundation is sized to accept future equipment cabinets.  Also, Sprint proposes to place a GPS antenna on a 20-foot high fence post located in the south corner of the site.

The proposed site is within the Oak Hills Golf Course Park owned by the City of Norwalk and adjacent to a golf course maintenance building.

An existing paved access from Charles Marshall Drive, used for golf course maintenance, would be used by Sprint to access the structure. A 17 ft. by 30 ft., 8-foot high architecturally-treated chain link fence with wood shadow box design would surround the equipment and two leg supports located on the east side of the structure. Utilities would be routed underground on the western edge of the CL&P right-of-way approximately 500 feet from an existing utility pole on Charles Marshall Drive to the site.  

An inland wetland and watercourse is located approximately 10 feet east of the existing structure. The City of Norwalk has used areas adjacent to the inland wetland boundary for laydown of gravel, wood poles, and sand Sprint proposes to install erosion and sediment controls prior to construction.

The worst case power density for the telecommunications operations at the site has been calculated to be less than 10% of the applicable standard for uncontrolled environments.  Sprint contends that the proposed installation will not cause a substantial adverse environmental effect, and for this reason would not require a Certificate.
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