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On April 7, 2000, Connecticut Siting Council (Council) members Brian Emerick and Daniel P. Lynch, Jr. and Robert K. Erling of the Council staff met Rosemary Leitz, Kevin Owen and Brian Wolf of Iroquois Natural Gas Transmission System, L.P. (Iroquois) for a field review of the proposed placement of ground beds in Newtown, Connecticut.  Iroquois is seeking a declaratory ruling that the proposed installation of ground beds along a section of the Iroquois pipeline off Hanover Road in Newtown, Connecticut would not be a modification of a facility for which a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need would be required.

To protect against pipeline corrosion, Iroquois is required by the federal Department of Transportation to maintain polarization on the pipeline, which can be achieved by the installation of impressed ground beds.  Using DC current, polarization mitigates corrosion in pipeline sections with possible coating defects.  

The proposed ground bed site consists of approximately 375 feet of the existing Iroquois right-of-way (ROW) and 625 feet of new ROW which would be purchased by Iroquois.  Approximately 175 feet of new ROW would be purchased from Rocky River Realty Company, and 450 feet from a nearby private landowner.  The new ROW would be 30 feet in width.  The buried anodes and interconnecting cable which form the ground bed would cover approximately 210 feet, along a line ending approximately 625 feet north of the Iroquois pipeline.  The buried portion of the cable connecting the 210-foot ground bed to a rectifier off Hanover Road would be approximately 800 feet in length.  The cables would be buried a depth of two to four feet.  Anodes would be buried six to ten feet deep.  

The ground beds and buried cable would be placed within a wetland consisting of alders, phragmites and skunk cabbage.  A stream approximately two feet wide and one foot deep would have to be crossed by equipment to excavate the trench.  Approximately 0.69 acres of wetland would be disturbed.

A flumed temporary mat bridge would be built over a corrugated metal or plastic culvert eight to 20 feet long.  If needed, cofferdams of sandbags would be installed to cross the stream in a dry state.  Excavation of the stream and reestablishment of the stream bank would take one day, with the entire project expected to take two to four weeks to complete.  Equipment would be operated from timber, plywood or prefabricated mats or wide track or balloon tires used for the equipment.  Vegetation would be cut at ground level.  Silt fence would be installed along the downhill edge of the ROW, downhill of spoil piles and along areas disturbed during construction.

In site restoration the surface contours of the wetland would be restored, and any temporary equipment pads removed.  The wetland would be reseeded with annual rye.  Success of wetland revegetation would be monitored on a regular basis after the site restoration is completed.

The Town of Newtown Conservation Commission approved the proposed project at a meeting held on March 8, 2000.  The Town of Newtown ordered Iroquois to install the buried cable within two conduits to allow the replacement of cables without further disturbance to the wetland.  Iroquois has indicated it will comply with this condition.
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