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On March 24, 2000, Connecticut Siting Council (Council) member Gerald J. Heffernan and Council staff Paul M. Aresta met SNET representatives Paul C. Brann and George Pendleton for a field review of this petition.  SCLP is petitioning the Council for a declaratory ruling that no amendment to a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need issued on May 13, 1987 (Docket 75), would be required for modifications to an existing telecommunications facility located at 39 West Street, in Danbury. 

The existing telecommunications facility consists of a 20-foot self-supporting lattice tower with six panel type antennas mounted to a five-foot high by 12-foot wide triangular platform.  SCLP proposes to remove the six panel antennas and triangular platform and install a ten-foot, five-inch tall extension pipe, eight inches in diameter above the existing 20-foot self-supporting tower.  SCLP would also install three, eight-foot tall antennas within an RF-transparent "barrel", 36 inches in diameter atop the proposed pipe extension.  The proposed modification would result in a net increase in height of 13 feet for the tower with appurtenances; however, the width of the platform structure would be reduced from twelve feet to three feet.  The radio equipment would continue to be housed in the basement of the building.  SCLP is proposing this modification to eliminate signal interference caused by an office building recently constructed adjacent to the existing tower.  

The proposed antennas would transmit at a height of 70 feet above ground level (63.44 feet above pedestrian) for a predicted maximum electromagnetic power density of 28.94 percent of the applicable ANSI standard for the general population.  SCLP contends that a person inside the building would experience an emission level that is six times less due to the attenuation caused by the roofing material.  SCLP further contends that the existing tower is structurally capable of supporting the proposed pipe extension and antennas; that the proposed modification would not present any environmental or safety concerns; and that the proposed antennas encased in the RF-transparent barrel would have less of a visual impact than the existing platform.
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