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March 22, 2000
On March 3, 2000, Connecticut Siting Council (Council) member Mortimer A. Gelston and Council staff Paul M. Aresta met a City of Norwich Department of Public Utilities (NDPU) representative, Paul W. Woronik, for a site inspection of a proposed upgrade in equipment at the Bean Hill Substation located at 20 Connecticut Avenue in the City of Norwich, Connecticut.  NDPU is petitioning the Council for a declaratory ruling that the proposed upgrade of equipment at the existing Bean Hill Substation does not constitute a “modification”, or alternatively, would not have a substantial adverse environmental effect.

The NDPU proposes to install a new 40-MVA, 115 to 34.5-kV transformer; a transmission line support structure; a circuit switcher; and a secondary circuit breaker.  The proposed equipment is required to provide a parallel/backup service to the Dudley Street Substation (Petition 425) for anticipated additional load of 20-25 MVA, for a total of 30-35 MVA, for the Mohegan Sun Resort.  The proposed transformer and switchgear would be located approximately 50 feet north of the existing 115-kV switchyard, on a recently acquired parcel of land located adjacent to the existing substation.  Purchase of the adjacent parcel was required in order to install the proposed equipment beyond the limits of the Yantic River's floodway and channel encroachment line.  The existing fence would be extended to enclose the proposed new equipment and enhance security at the site.  

The proposed project has received approvals from the City of Norwich Planning Commission and the Inland Wetlands, Watercourses, and Conservation Commission.  Approximately 200 cubic yards of earthen material would be removed from an area located immediately west of the existing 115-kV switchyard for compensatory flood storage to offset the installation of the new equipment foundations.  The existing Bean Hill Substation is located in a commercial/manufacturing area.  The closest building is an industrial complex located approximately 1,300 feet to the east.
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