Petition No. 445

March 1, 2000

The Connecticut Light and Power Company

Newtown Substation

Newtown, Connecticut

On February 25, 2000, Connecticut Siting Council (Council) member Edward S. Wilensky and Robert K. Erling of the Council staff met Charles Ponte of the Connecticut Light and Power Company (CL&P) in Newtown, Connecticut for a field review of this petition.  CL&P is petitioning the Council that its proposed modifications to the existing Newtown Substation would have no substantial adverse environmental effect.

CL&P proposes to install one 115 to 13.8-kv power transformer and one 13.8-kv feeder circuit breaker within the fencing of this substation.  The proposed transformer would be the same as the existing one.  A platform to hold the transformer is already in place. No wetlands would be impacted.  The areas surrounding the substation to the north, east and south are zoned commercial.  The nearest homes are across Route 25 to the west.  Mr. Ponte indicated CL&P intends to plant additional vegetative screening along its western border this spring.

The proposed equipment, to be installed by June 2000, would increase the capacity of the substation and improve its reliability by decreasing the likelihood of electric outages.

