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On January 28, 2000, Connecticut Siting Council (Council) representatives Edward S. Wilensky, Joel Rinebold, and Steve Levine met AT&T Wireless PCS (AT&T) representatives Michael Murphy and Daniel Garber for inspection of a Connecticut Light & Power Company (CL&P) electric transmission line structure located off Sound Shore Drive in Greenwich.  AT&T, with the agreement of CL&P, proposes to modify the transmission structure for telecommunications use and is petitioning the Council for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) is required for the modification.  AT&T submits that the proposed modification will not have a substantial adverse environmental effect.

AT&T proposes to construct a PowerMount pole, antennas, and associated equipment within the 23 ft. by 23 ft. base of existing CL&P transmission line structure no. 1292.  Structure no. 1292 is an approximately 99-ft. high lattice structure located within the CL&P right of way near the Cos Cob Metro North Railroad Station and Interstate 95.  Land uses surrounding the facility include electric substations owned by CL&P and the Connecticut Department of Transportation, as well as vacant land and abandoned industrial buildings.

As proposed, the PowerMount pole would extend upward from grade, along the centerline of structure no. 1292, to approximately 21 feet above the top of the structure.  A low-profile platform carrying 12 PCS panel antennas would extend approximately two feet above the top of the pole, therefore, to about 23 feet above the top of the CL&P transmission structure.  The PCS equipment would be installed in cabinets mounted on a steel frame located beneath the existing lattice structure.  A 30 ft. by 30 ft., 8-foot high chain link fence would surround the site.   Access from Sound Shore Drive would be along an existing gravel access road.  A gravel parking area would be added to the site.  Power would be routed to the equipment underground from an existing utility pole.  All proposed construction would be within the existing CL&P right-of-way.

A similar Sprint PowerMount is located approximately 440 feet away on adjacent CL&P transmission structure no. 1281.  The Council approved this PowerMount in Petition No. 399.  AT&T asserts that the sharing of the existing Sprint PowerMount is impracticable due to the PowerMount’s single-carrier design specifications.  Moreover, AT&T reports that its antennas would not cause radio interference with the existing Sprint facility.

The proposed PowerMount and associated equipment will not increase the noise levels at the existing site, under normal operating conditions, by six decibels or more.  The worst case power density for the telecommunications operations at the site has been calculated to be less than 2% of the applicable standard for uncontrolled environments.  AT&T contends that the proposed installation will not cause a substantial adverse environmental effect, and for this reason would not require a Certificate.
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