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On October 20, 1999, Connecticut Siting Council (Council) member Daniel P. Lynch, Jr., and Council staff Steve Levine met Dean Olsen of Crown Atlantic Company (Crown) and Jennifer Young Gaudet, of Pinnacle Site Development (representing AT&T), to conduct a field review of Crown’s Oliver Road telecommunications tower in Enfield.  Crown proposes to modify the tower to permit use by AT&T, and is petitioning the Council for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) is required for the modification.  Crown submits that the proposed modification will not have a substantial adverse environmental effect, but instead will reduce the unnecessary proliferation of telecommunications towers by utilizing an existing structure and qualifies for an order of tower sharing pursuant to C.G.S. § 16-50aa.

The Oliver Road tower is a 150-foot-tall monopole tower.   In 1991, the Council approved a maximum height of 163 feet above grade, including antennas and appurtenances, in Docket 139.  According to a verbal communication from Crown’s attorney in this matter, 13-foot antennas were originally mounted on this tower to a height of 163 feet, but were removed in the mid 1990’s.  The tower presently supports antennas owned by Bell Atlantic Mobile, Sprint, Nextel, and Omnipoint.  The Council recently approved the shared use of this tower by Pagenet.  An engineering study submitted by Crown indicates the tower is capable of supporting the proposed antennas in addition to its current actual and approved loading.

AT&T would install three panel-type antennas to a 4.5-inch diameter heavy-duty pipe mounted at the 150-foot top of the existing tower (7’ 10” of pipe would be visible below the 4’ 8”-high antennas).  The antenna cluster itself would have a diameter of approximately 35”.  The AT&T antennas would extend to a total height of 162.5 feet above grade, six inches under the maximum height approved by the Council in 1991.  AT&T also plans to install equipment on a new 8.5 x 14-foot pad within existing fencing at the base of the tower.

The proposed antennas and associated equipment will not increase the noise levels at the existing site, under normal operating conditions, by six decibels or more.  The worst case power density for the telecommunications operations at the site has been calculated to be 16.3% of the applicable standard for uncontrolled environments, including a contribution of 1.1% by AT&T.  Crown asserts that the proposed installation will not cause a substantial adverse environmental effect, and for this reason would not require a Certificate.

In the alternative, Crown suggests that action on this Petition is unnecessary because the proposed total height of 162.5 feet does not exceed the 163-foot height, including antennas, previously approved by the Council.  The Petition explicitly gives notice of this work as an exempt modification under R.C.S.A. § 16-50j-72(b)(2) should the Council choose this course of action.  Crown would withdraw the Petition aspect of this matter from further consideration if the Council chooses to acknowledge the addition of Omnipoint’s antennas on the Oliver Road tower as an exempt modification.
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