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On October 6, 1999, William H. Smith and Edward S. Wilensky of the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) and Robert K. Erling of the Council staff met Robert Kokstein of PDC-El Paso Milford LLC (PDC-El Paso), and Rick Orlowski, Dorian Hill and Luis Gonvalez of the Connecticut Light and Power Company for a field review of this petition in Milford, Connecticut.  PDC-El Paso is petitioning the Council for a declaratory ruling that the proposed electrical interconnection between the Milford Power Project and electrical transmission and distribution facilities of CL&P would not have a substantial adverse environmental impact and would not require a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility.

PDC-El Paso is proposing to use the same transmission line interconnection route originally submitted to the Council in Docket No. 193.  However, CL&P has modified the interconnection from a double circuit to a single circuit design.  CL&P believes a double circuit interconnection is not feasible due to safety, visual, and environmental concerns.  Devon substation has very limited space and CL&P believes two positions for a double circuit interconnection would limit future transmission planning.  The new transmission line would consist of 11 poles approximately 100 feet in height, four H-frames 55 to 70 feet in height, and two 75-foot termination structures.  Since the interconnection must pass underneath nine existing CL&P transmission circuits, a single circuit would have the advantage of requiring less structures, with decreased costs, and fewer visual impacts.  The proposed single circuit interconnection would consist of a single three phase circuit on steel poles with a lighting shield wire placed above the phase conductors.

In making the interconnection, seven CL&P structures would be modified or added as shown in the chart below:

Existing CL&P
Proposed CL&P

Structure
Type
Height (ft)
Structure
Type
Height

2310
Lattice
81

Steel pole
100

3812
H-frame
48

H-frame
           79

5012
H-frame
52

H-frame
           79




807A
Steel pole
105




294A
Steel pole
105




      1306A
Steel pole
105

          717
H-frame
52
        717
Steel pole
110

Additionally, structures 716 and 718 would be converted from suspension to strain configuration.  

PDC-El Paso has recalculated its expected electric and magnetic field (EMF) levels with the use of a single circuit design.  At the western edge of the right-of-way, 160 feet from the centerline, magnetic field levels are now expected to be 12 mG as opposed to an originally estimated level of 1.2 mG.  At 300 feet from the centerline at the western edge of the right-of-way, magnetic fields are calculated to be 2.6 mG as opposed to 0.2 mG originally.  Estimated magnetic fields at the nearest residential building (at Caswell Cove) would be approximately 1.5 mG.  PDC-El Paso will submit an Operations Plan to the Council which will include monitoring and performance objectives for EMF, with pre- and post-construction EMF measurements to confirm EMF level estimates.

