Petition No. 428

Connecticut Light and Power Company

Substation equipment installation

Danbury, Connecticut

October 8, 1999

On October 5, 1999, Connecticut Siting Council (Council) members Edward S. Wilensky and Gerald Heffernan with Fred Cunliffe of Council staff met George Becker and Ray Tanguay of the Connecticut Light and Power (CL&P) Company to review CL&P’s proposal to install one new 115- to 13.8-kV power transformer, circuit breaker and outdoor metalclad switchgear at its existing Middle River Substation located in Danbury, Connecticut.

Presently, this substation is fed by two 115-kV underground conductors and serves local distribution feeders through two step-down transformers with associated circuit breakers and switchgear. CL&P proposes to install one new transformer and associated equipment to improve reliability and meet new load growth in the Danbury area.

The substation is surrounded by substantial tree growth.  No wetlands or waterways would be affected.  Noise is not expected to change from present levels.  CL&P would not expand the existing fence around the substation. While oil levels of the transformers are monitored electronically, a sump would be constructed around the new transformer to protect adjacent soils.

CL&P contends the proposed modification would not result in a substantial adverse effect on the environment or ecology, nor would it damage existing scenic, historical or recreational values and requests the Council to rule that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required.  

