Petition No. 424

Wisvest-Connecticut, LLC

New Haven Harbor Station

Staff Report

August 16, 1999

On July 30, 1999, Connecticut Siting Council (Council) member Daniel P. Lynch and Council staff Joel M. Rinebold and Paul M. Aresta met Wisvest-Connecticut, LLC (Wisvest) representatives Leonard Pellegrino and Sally Kruse for a site inspection of the proposed construction and expansion of the existing switchyard at the New Haven Harbor Station (NHHS) located at 1 Waterfront Street in New Haven, Connecticut.  Wisvest is petitioning the Council for a declaratory ruling that the proposed construction does not constitute a “modification”, or alternatively, would not have a substantial adverse environmental effect.

Wisvest would expand the existing electrical switchyard at NHHS to relocate its point of interconnection for standby and auxiliary station electrical service from United Illuminating Company’s (UI) 13.8 kV distribution system to the 115 kV transmission system at a NEPOOL Transmission Facility delivery point.  The proposed project would enable Wisvest to purchase auxiliary and start-up power from NEPOOL through an existing 115-kV transmission line when NHHS is not operating.  

The new switchyard equipment would include two gas circuit breakers, disconnect switches, a metering station, an A-frame support structure, and a 60-foot lightning mast.  A new 115kV/13.8kV step-down transformer would be installed to augment the existing startup transformer.  The switchyard area would be expanded from 46 feet by 96.5 feet to 85.5 feet by 96.5 feet.  The existing architectural screen would be enlarged to enclose the expanded transformer area.  The two existing underground 13.8-kV feeders, which run from UI’s East Shore substation to the main transformer area, would be disconnected and abandoned in place.  A 100-foot portion of the existing paved access road would be relocated approximately 51 feet to the west.  Approximately five 25-foot maple trees located at the edge of the existing paved access road would be relocated or replaced.

The switchyard is located in an industrial area south of UI’s East Shore Substation, north of New Haven’s Municipal Wastewater Treatment Plant, east of New Haven Harbor, and adjacent to the NHHS on the western side.  Construction would begin in August 1999 and would take approximately four months to complete; however, NHHS would continue to operate for the majority of the time.  The City of New Haven is in the process of reviewing the work for Coastal Site Plan Consistency due to the nearby location of Long Island Sound.  

Wisvest contends that the proposed construction and expansion of the existing switchyard at the NHHS is not a modification as defined by CGS §16-50i(d), given the scope of the proposed construction.  Wisvest further contends that the proposed construction would not affect air or water quality; historic, architectural, archaeological, cultural, or recreational resources; aesthetics of the surrounding environment; and would not increase noise; and therefore, would not have a substantial adverse environment effect.  
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