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July 15, 1999


On July 7, 1999, Connecticut Siting Council (Council) member Edward S. Wilensky and Executive Director Joel M. Rinebold met with Robert Silvestri and Robert Kish of Wisvest-Connecticut, LLC (Wisvest) for a field review of a petition in the City of Bridgeport, Connecticut.  Wisvest is petitioning the Council for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need would be required for proposed modifications to the existing Bridgeport Harbor Station and that such modifications would not have a substantial adverse environmental effect.


Wisvest would construct a new electrical switchyard at Bridgeport Harbor Station to relocate its point of interconnection for standby and auxiliary station electrical service from the United Illuminating Company’s (UI) 13.8 kV distribution system to the 115 kV transmission system at a NEPOOL Pool Transmission Facility delivery point.  The new switchyard would include two sulfur hexafluoride gas circuit breakers; disconnect switches; metering stations; and a control house.  The existing main power transformer would be removed and a new 115kV/13.8kV step-down transformer installed.  The new 80-foot by 150-foot switchyard would be graded with crushed rock and enclosed by a six-foot high chain link fence.  The tallest structure in the new switchyard would be approximately 68 feet in height; the tallest structure at Bridgeport Harbor Station is a 498-foot stack.


The proposed switchyard would provide black-start capability and the use of UI power to restart after shutdowns.  Although the proposed project would be located within a paved area of the station, the City of Bridgeport is in the process of reviewing the work for Coastal Site Plan Consistency due to the nearby location of Long Island Sound. 
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