Petition No. 416

Algonquin Gas Transmission Company

Putnam, Connecticut

Decision Reconsideration

August 16, 1999

On June 23, 1999, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) considered and approved with conditions the proposed extension of the Algonquin natural gas pipeline in the Towns of Putnam and Killingly, Connecticut as a modification of an existing facility that would not have a significant adverse environmental effect, and pursuant to General Statutes § 16-50k, would not require a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need.  In approving this petition, the Council ruled that Algonquin Gas Transmission Company shall incorporate alternative deviation 1A (use of the Wheelabrator Ash Haul Road) as part of the proposed project route with no clearing.

Algonquin Gas Transmission Company is requesting the Council to reconsider the use of alternative deviation 1A as part of the proposed project route with no clearing as it presents several significant problems. 

· The landowner of the preferred original route opposes use of alternative deviation 1A.

· The Town of Putnam opposes use of alternative deviation 1A.

· Existing easement holder (Wheelabrator) and users of the ash plant road oppose use of alternative deviation 1A.

· Extremely tight working conditions ( a 60 -foot cleared area which includes a 25-foot road) with an existing sewer line on the north side of the road and steep side slopes on the south side of the road will make construction difficult, longer, and more costly.

· Restricted and/or temporarily closing of the ash plant road for a period of up to seven weeks is not acceptable to the landowner or to the users of the ash plant facility.

· Repair or maintenance activities would be difficult and subject to the same constraints for construction of the pipeline.

· Construction of the pipeline along the ash plant road with approximately 120 round-trip trucks per day will increase safety concerns due to traffic.

· The landowner, upon their request, can relocate the ash plant road which would in all likelihood require relocation of the pipeline.

· Constructing the pipeline in the road would add one million dollars to the project cost with minimal environmental benefit.

· Algonquin contends that use of this ash plant road is inconsistent with FERC guidelines.

Algonquin respectfully submits that the originally proposed route that parallels an existing Algonquin and Connecticut Light and Power Company rights-of-ways should be considered and determined to present no substantial adverse environmental effect, provided that the construction is in accordance with the conditions of the June 23, 1999, approval other than condition 1.  Such a ruling would minimize construction duration, is desired by the landowner and local community.

Staff recommends that the Council reconsider its Condition No. 1 and approve this petition on the originally proposed route with conditions that require notification and inspection by Council staff.

