Petition No. 413

Iroquois Gas Transmission System, L.P.

Shelton and Sherman, Connecticut

Staff Report

July 15, 1999


On April 9, 1999, Connecticut Siting Council (Council) member Daniel P. Lynch, Jr., Executive Director Joel M. Rinebold and Robert K. Erling of the Council staff  met Kevin Owen and Brian Wolf of Iroquois Gas Transmission System, L.P. (Iroquois) for field review of the proposed placement of ground beds in Shelton and Sherman, Connecticut.  Iroquois is seeking a declaratory ruling that the proposed installation of ground beds along two sections of the existing Iroquois pipeline in Shelton and Sherman would not be a modification of a facility for which a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need would be required.


To protect against pipeline corrosion, Iroquois is required by the federal Department of Transportation to maintain polarization on the pipeline, which can be achieved by installation of impressed ground beds.  Using DC current, polarization would mitigate corrosion in pipeline sections with possible coating defects.


The proposed project in Sherman would require an easement approximately 30 feet in width and 808 feet in length.  The ground beds would require approximately 187 feet of the easement, with the remaining portion consisting of interconnecting cable.  The area is in a pasture containing substantial amounts of mutiflora rose which would require clearing.  Approximately 12 feet of the easement would cross a wetland.  Equipment necessary to bury the interconnecting cables to a depth of two to four feet would operate from plywood or prefabricated mats.  No blasting would be required.  The ground bed installation and restoration is estimated to take one to two weeks.  Site restoration would consist of regrading and reseeding.  The property owner has granted Iroquois easement rights.


In Shelton, the ground bed would be installed in an easement obtained from the City of Shelton 30 feet in width and 660 feet in length.  An additional 600 foot by 10 foot easement would be needed for the buried cable connecting to ground bed to the rectifier and an electrical source.  Approximately 1260 linear feet of a forested wetlands would be crossed. Trees and shrubs within the wetland would be removed by Iroquois to ensure a linear alignment of the ground bed.  This installation might have a temporary impact on a class AA stream located along the western edge of the Iroquois right-of-way.  Sandbag cofferdams would be installed to allow the stream to be crossed in a dry state.  A flumed temporary bridge would be installed to allow construction access.  Bridgeport Hydraulic has reviewed and accepted the proposed project and mitigation measures.  In granting an inland wetlands permit, the Shelton Inland Wetlands Commission found it desirable to have clearing performed from Pine Hill Road to provide walkable access to a nearby pond for recreation.  The City requests Iroquois reseed the access route, but left final access route selection to Iroquois.  The Corps of Engineers has authorized the Shelton portion of the project under a Connecticut Programmatic General Permit.

At both locations, staging areas would be located at least 50 feet from wetlands boundaries; equipment in wetlands would be operated from timber, plywood or prefabricated mats or use of wide track or balloon tires; vegetation would be cut at ground level; pulling of tree stumps would be limited to areas directly over the trench; silt fences would be installed around the boundaries of disturbed areas and spoil piles; trench dewatering, if needed would be performed using silt bags; wetlands would be reseeded with annual rye; and the success of wetland revegetation monitored.
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