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On March 22, 1999, Daniel P. Lynch, Jr., of the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) and Robert K. Erling of the Council staff met Marshall West of Springwich Cellular Limited Partnership (Springwich) for a field review of this petition in Shelton, Connecticut.  Springwich is petitioning the Council for a determination that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) would be required for modifications to existing Connecticut Light and Power (CL&P) electric transmission line # 1570, and structure # 1340 off of Daybreak Lane in Shelton.

Springwich submits no Certificate would be required because the installation of its antennas and associated equipment at this tower would not have a substantial adverse environmental effect.

Springwich proposes to attach its panel antennas to the top of an existing 71.7-foot CL&P electric transmission line lattice tower.  The top of the antennas would be approximately 89.1 feet above ground level.  At CL&P's request, the antenna platform would be designed to support Springwich’s antennas only.  Other nearby transmission towers range from 80 to 85 feet in height.

Springwich would install a 12-foot by 26-foot equipment shelter within the transmission line right-of-way near the base of the tower.  An eight-foot security fence would be placed around the equipment shelter.

Access to the transmission line tower would be from Daybreak Lane onto land currently covered under the present right-of-way agreement held by CL&P.  A permanent driveway approximately 200 feet in length would be constructed to access the tower both during antenna installation and for maintenance purposes.

The area surrounding the transmission line structure includes unoccupied residential lots to the west and east, Daybreak Lane to the south, and Route 8 to the north.  The nearest residence is approximately 350 feet east of the transmission tower, with existing vegetative screening between the tower and the residence.  This resident has granted Springwich access to the site through his property.

There are no wetlands in the vicinity of the tower site.  All erosion and sediment control measures would be installed as required in accordance with the Connecticut Guidelines for Soil Erosion and Sediment Control.

The total calculated radio frequency power density at the base of the tower would be 0.1064 mW/cm2, 18.14 percent of the maximum permissible exposure for uncontrolled environments based on Federal Communications Bulletin 65, August 1997.
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