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On Monday, June 8, 1998, Connecticut Siting Council (Council) members Daniel P. Lynch and Albert E. Gary, and Council staff Joel M. Rinebold and Paul M. Aresta met Sprint Spectrum L. P.’s (Sprint) representatives Karen Johnson and John Tierney, for a site inspection of the proposed modification to an existing electric transmission line facility located adjacent to 63 Myrtle Avenue, Stamford, Connecticut. Sprint is petitioning the Council for a declaratory ruling that modifications to this existing transmission line structure would have no substantial adverse environmental effect.





Sprint proposes to construct a Fort Worth Tower Power Mount (Power Mount), and antennas measuring 51.2 inches by 5.5 inches by 2.6 inches, at a centerline height of 135 feet above ground level (AGL), within an existing Connecticut Light and Power (CL&P) transmission line structure (#1217).  Sprint would also install associated equipment consisting of three equipment cabinets measuring approximately 31 inches by 30 inches by 60 inches, on an 8-foot by 11-foot concrete pad, a GPS antenna on an 18-foot fence pole, and a six-foot fence topped with three strands of barbed wire, within the existing CL&P right-of-way.  The proposed Power Mount would extend approximately 15 feet above the top of the transmission line structure. 





There are no wetlands or storm drainage systems on the proposed site; Interstate 95 (I 95) is immediately adjacent to the existing transmission line structure; the land uses surrounding the proposed site are primarily industrial and commercial in nature, although there are residences approximately 150 feet from the proposed structure; and there are no recreational land uses nearby.  There are four other existing transmission line structures in the area ranging in height from 78 feet to 160 feet AGL. Sprint currently has two sites within one mile of the proposed site, adjacent to I 95 in Stamford, which are building mounts.  In addition there are three other telecommunications facilities within one mile of the proposed structure including a 250-foot high AM radio tower located at 185 Magee Avenue, a building mount at 300 Tresser Boulevard, and a SNET tower atop a SNET building at 555 Main Street, in Stamford.  Sprint contends that they were unable to obtain a lease option for the AM tower, and that the other two existing telecommunications facilities are outside of their search area for their coverage objectives.  Sprint further contends that they can not mount their antennas to nearby buildings due to the proximity of several tall structures on the north side of I 95, which would impede the PCS digital signal. The I 95 expansion project would not require the relocation of the existing transmission line structure #1217.





The proposed construction of a Power Mount and associated antennas and equipment within CL&P’s existing transmission line structure and right-of-way would not adversely effect a federal and state endangered species, Falco peregrinus (peregrine falcon); and it would not exceed the maximum permissible exposure limit for the worst case radio frequency power density at the base of the structure (2.6509% of the standard).  Sprint contends that the proposed modifications to CL&P’s existing facility will not cause a substantial adverse environmental effect.
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