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May 28, 1998





On May 19, 1998, Connecticut Siting Council (Council) members William H. Smith and Gerald J. Heffernan, and Council staff Joel M. Rinebold and Paul M. Aresta met United Illuminating Company’s (UI) representatives Mohammad A. Pasha, James L. Mader, and Kathleen M. Shanley for a site inspection of a portion of UI’s existing 115-kV Mix-Glen Lake overhead transmission line, located between the Mix Avenue Substation and Denslow Hill Road in Hamden, Connecticut.  UI is petitioning the Council for a declaratory ruling that modifications to this existing 115-kV transmission line would have no substantial adverse environmental effect.





UI proposes to replace five wooden transmission line structures with new wooden structures, (a total of ten wooden poles) similar in appearance, within the existing right-of-way.  Three of the replacement structures would be the same height, while two of the new structures would be four and one-half feet taller.  The new structures would be approximately the same width and would be placed within five feet of the existing structures.  The project will not increase the number of transmission wires, would not change the transmission line load, and would be no closer to existing residential dwellings, located near the right-of-way.  The proposed replacement work is required for maintenance purposes, primarily due to weathering, and with proper care these new transmission line structures would be functional for a minimum of 25 years.  The existing structures would be removed following the completion of the proposed project.





The proposed modifications to UI’s existing 115-kV transmission line would not increase the electric and magnetic fields at the edge of the right-of-way; and the construction activity, associated with the placement of the new structures, including site access, would not impact any designated wetlands.  UI contends that the proposed modifications to UI’s existing 115-kV transmission line will not cause a substantial adverse environmental effect.
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