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On April 21, 1998, Connecticut Siting Council (Council) member Daniel P. Lynch, and Council Staff Joel Rinebold and Paul Aresta met SNET representatives Philip Picard, Peter Tyrrell, and Michael Harned for a site inspection of an existing SNET facility, located at Five West Service Road, Hartford.  On July 9, 1998, SNET submitted a revised site plan , SC-1 dated 2/3/98, depicting the compound and satellite dishes oriented east-west versus north-south.  The existing SNET facility is comprised of a ten foot diameter receive-only satellite dish on the roof of a multi-story SNET office building.  SNET Personal Vision, Inc. is petitioning the Council for a declaratory ruling that modifications to this existing facility site would have no substantial adverse environmental effect.





SNET proposes to install up to three 14-foot diameter receive-only dishes and one 43.5-foot by 23-foot receive only satellite dish; a single story equipment building measuring 36.5 feet by 21 feet by 10 feet high, a 115 kV emergency diesel generator, a 1,000 gallon above ground diesel fuel tank, and two 500 gallon underground propane fuel tanks.  The propane fuel tanks would service heaters attached to the proposed satellite dishes to keep their surface free of ice and snow.  The eastern portion of the existing paved parking area, approximately 0.67 acres of a total 14.2 acre site, would be modified to include the proposed equipment surrounded by an 8-foot high security chain link fence.  The parking area modifications would require the removal of the existing bituminous pavement and approximately 4 trees, six inches in diameter or greater measured at chest height.  Due to the relocation of the satellite dishes, no trees, located north of SNET’s office building, measuring 50 to 65 feet in height would be removed.





The existing SNET facility parcel is zoned I-2, Intermediate Industry District.  The parcel is located in the general area of the Meadows Amphitheater, the former BJ’s, and many other commercial stores and industrial uses.  The satellite dishes’ compound would be approximately 180 feet north of an existing brook, and less than 20 feet west of a drainage swale located between the parking area fence and the toe of slope for the Interstate.  Existing structures in the area include a billboard at 87 feet AMSL located over the northeastern corner of the compound, and the SNET office building roof, with a 10-foot antenna, at approximately 55 feet AMSL.





The proposed modifications to the existing SNET facility site would not increase the noise levels by six decibels or more; the proposed antennas are receive only and would not emit any radio frequency electromagnetic radiation; the proposed modifications would not extend beyond the existing site boundaries; and the proposed antennas would not exceed the height of the existing 10-foot antenna attached to the roof of the SNET office building.  SNET contends that the proposed modifications at their facility will not cause a significant change or alteration in the physical and environmental characteristics of the site, and will not have a significant adverse environmental effect.
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