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On February 11, 1998, Connecticut Siting Council (Council) members Albert E. Gary and Daniel P. Lynch, and Council Staff Joel Rinebold and Paul Aresta met Bell Atlantic Mobile (BAM) representatives Jennifer Young Gaudet and Mark D. Gauger for a site inspection of an existing BAM facility, located at 281 Woodhouse Road, Fairfield.  The existing BAM facility is comprised of an approximately 4,900 square foot parcel with a 160-foot monopole tower, measuring approximately 4 feet in diameter at the base, an approximately 30-foot by 20-foot single story equipment building, and an emergency generator.  This facility was approved by the Council in Docket 86, on February 17, 1988.  BAM is petitioning for a declaratory ruling that no amendment to their Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) is required for the replacement of the tower to accommodate tower sharing.





BAM’s cellular and GPS antennas are currently mounted on the existing tower with their center of radiation at the 158-foot level and Springwich Cellular Limited Partnership’s (SCLP) cellular antennas are currently mounted with their center of radiation at the 148 foot level.  BAM proposes to allow Omnipoint Communications, Inc. (Omnipoint) to mount their six 5-foot panel antennas at the 138-foot level, a GPS antenna at the 50-foot level, and place one (53(w x 23(d x 63(h) equipment cabinet at the site.  BAM contends that additional tower sharing at the “Fairfield Site” necessitates the replacement of the existing tower, based on a structural analysis.  





BAM proposes to construct a 160-foot monopole tower, measuring approximately 6 feet in diameter at the base and approximately 3 feet in diameter at the top, approximately 25 feet east of the existing tower.  BAM also proposes to increase the area of the site by extending the 8-foot high chain link fence to the east by approximately 25 feet.  BAM would remove existing evergreen trees along the north and east sides of the compound to accommodate the relocated facility and improve access.  BAM has stated that upon completion of the new tower and transference of all antennas, the existing tower would be removed within one month.





The proposed replacement tower will not exceed the height of the existing tower.  The proposed additions will not increase the noise levels at the existing site, under normal operating conditions, by six decibels or more.  The worst case power density of the combined operations at the site has been calculated to be 11.81% of the applicable standard for uncontrolled environments.  BAM contends that the proposed installation at their facility will not cause a significant change or alteration in the physical and environmental characteristics of the site, will not have a significant adverse environmental effect, and does not require an amended Certificate.
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