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On August 6, 1997, Northeast Utilities Service Company (NU) submitted a petition requesting a ruling that a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) would not be required for the proposed removal and replacement of the Unit 1 oil, diesel, and jet fuel tanks at the Millstone Nuclear Power Station in Waterford, Connecticut.  





On August 14, 1997, Mortimer A. Gelston, Chairman of the Connecticut Siting Council (Council), Council member Edward S. Wilensky, and Joel M. Rinebold and Fred O. Cunliffe of the Council staff, met with Donald D. Biondi, Raymond Scott, and Drina Beauregard of NU at the proposed site adjacent to Millstone Unit I.





NU proposes to remove and replace seven existing underground fuel tanks each with a capacity of 25,000 gallons (g) (total capacity = 175,000 g) with seven new tanks; two with a capacity of 25,000 g, two with a capacity of 26,500 g, and three with a capacity of 35,340 g  (total capacity = 209,020 g).  These existing tanks store heating oil for domestic boilers, and diesel and jet fuel for emergency generators.  The existing tanks are approximately 30 years old and registration has and/or is about to expire.  The Department of Environmental Protection will not extend the operation of these tanks.





The project site is level and is partially developed with concrete and rail tracks.  The proposed project area is located 95 feet directly south of the existing underground storage tanks, approximately 100 feet southeast of the existing gas turbine building (30 feet wide by 100 feet long by 26.5 feet high), approximately 115 feet east of the barge slip, and 150 feet west from Long Island Sound.





NU proposes to construct a 74.5-foot by 83-foot concrete enclosure.  This enclosure will have a depth of 11.5 feet and a height above ground level of 11. 5 feet. The two 26,500 g diesel fuel tanks and three 35,340 g jet fuel tanks and associated pumps would be housed in this enclosure.  Connections to the emergency generators would be via underground doubled-walled piping.  Because this structure would support vital operating components to Millstone Unit I, this building is subject to federal and Nuclear Regulatory Commission criteria and must be able to withstand both seismic and storm related events.  The existing security fence would be extended to enclose the new structure.  Fuel delivery would be by truck with access through the secured compound.  Both the fuel storage building and the 20-foot paved apron around the building would be consistent with the Spill Prevention and Countermeasures Plan to contain any potential spills.  Furthermore, this enclosure would qualify as an unmanned secured area thereby eliminating the necessity of the existing 24 hour manned security.





The two new 25, 000 g heating oil tanks would be placed underground in the same location as the existing tanks.  Because this heating component of Unit I is not a vital system, these tanks do not need to be enclosed like the fuel tanks that support Unit I’s emergency power generators.





This proposed building would be within a coastal management zone; no inland wetlands or watercourses or coastal resources would be affected.  The proposed building would be above both the 100 and 500 year flood elevations.  Upon removal of the existing tanks, soil remediation would be supervised by DEP prior to the installation of the new  heating oil tanks.  In addition, NU would plant 67 evergreen type species approximately 80-100 feet west and south of the proposed building.





NU has projected to have the proposed tanks operational by the end of December 1997; however, the estimated five month schedule must be shortened if this deadline is to be met.  The cost to construct this project is approximately eight to nine million dollars.  NU is planning on and expects to restart Millstone Unit I late in the second quarter of 1998. This schedule and commitment is consistent with current filings before various federal and State regulatory agencies.





NU contends that the proposed project does not constitute a “modification” of an existing generating facility as defined in General Statute (16-50i(d) and for which a Certificate would be required under General Statute (16-50k(a); and /or even if the project were deemed a “modification”, it would not have a “substantial adverse environmental effect”, and a certificate is required for a modification under General Statute (16-50k(a) only when there may be such an effect.














General Statutes





Section 16-50i(d) - “modification” means a significant change or alteration in the general physical characteristics of a facility.





Section 16-50k(a) - Except as provided in subsection (b) of section 16-50z, no person shall exercise any right of eminent domain in contemplation of, commence the preparation of the site for, or commence the construction or supplying of a facility, or any modification of a facility, that may, as determined by the council, have a substantial adverse environmental effect, in the state without having first obtained a certificate of environmental compatibility and public need, hereinafter referred as a “certificate”, issued with respect to such facility or modification by the council.  Any facility with respect to which a certificate is required shall thereafter be built, maintained and operated in conformity with such certificate and any terms, limitations or conditions contained therein.
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