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On April 17, 1997, William H. Smith and Edward S. Wilensky of the Connecticut Siting Council (Council), Executive Director Joel M. Rinebold and Robert K. Erling of the Council staff met Stephen M. Howard and Scott Chasse of Sprint Personal Communications System (Sprint), Kevin Washburn of Clough, Harbour and Associates, and Richard Madej of the Connecticut Light and Power Company (CL&P) for a field review of this petition in Windsor, Connecticut.  Sprint is petitioning the Council for a determination that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need would be required for the proposed modifications to the existing CL&P Manchester-North Bloomfield-Northwest Hartford 115 kV electric transmission line, because the proposed construction would not have a substantial adverse environmental effect.





Sprint proposes to install a 123-foot power mount pole within an existing 110-foot CL&P transmission line structure off of Windsor Avenue in Windsor, Connecticut.  This new monopole would extend approximately 12 feet three inches above the existing transmission line structure.  Other existing steel lattice structures on this line are 116- and 99- feet in height, and the steel monopoles on an existing 345 kV line immediately north of this line are 125 and 120 feet in height.  To the west are wood pole structures 75 feet in height.  Sprint would attach its antennas to a 14-foot wide platform approximately 123 feet above ground level on the power mount pole, and install communication equipment on an 8-foot by 11-foot concrete pad adjacent to the existing tower.  Both the tower and equipment would be surrounded by a 6-foot chain link fence.  Access to the proposed site would be via the parking lot of an existing service station adjacent to the proposed site.  No clearing of vegetation would be required.





A potential alternate site, structure # 10133, is approximately 500 feet east of the proposed tower on the same line.  This structure is approximately 6 feet higher than the proposed tower and is located immediately north of the Windsor Shopping Plaza.  The alternate site is adjacent to the dumpsters of a food store and is partially within a paved area.  The Town of Windsor has recommended approval of the alternate site.





The installation and operation of the proposed PCS antennas would not increase the total radio frequency electromagnetic power density of the proposed site to a level at or above the State standards for the proposed antenna frequencies.  Based on conservative assumptions, the power density at the base of the proposed tower would constitute 2.44 percent of the maximum permissible exposure for the proposed frequencies, as defined by the Federal Communications Commission.  As mitigation measures during construction, staff recommends the use of erosion and sedimentation measures consistent with the Connecticut Guidelines for Soil Erosion and Sediment Control, as amended, the placement of vegetative screening on all sides of the fence, and the installation of a gate to control access.  
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