











Petition No. 355


Bell Atlantic NYNEX Mobile


Vernon, Connecticut


June 18, 1996





On June 13, 1996, Brian Emerick and Colin C. Tait of the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) and Robert K. Erling of the Council staff met Peter Van Wilgen of Springwich Cellular Limited Partnership (Springwich) and Sandra Ranciato and Wayne Lukachek of Cellco Partnership d/b/a Bell Atlantic NYNEX Mobile (BANM) for a field review of an existing tower site off of South Street in Vernon, Connecticut.





BANM is petitioning the Council for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need would be required for the installation of 12 four-foot antennas on an existing tower, the construction of a new 12-foot by 26-foot single-story equipment building, and the installation of a 50 kV emergency generator and fuel tank all on land of the Connecticut Water Company.  The proposed antennas and new equipment building would be installed for use by Springwich to provide cellular service in the Vernon area.  The additions described above would require two more leased parcels, an 18-foot by 23-foot area to the north of the tower and a 21-foot by 23-foot area to the east of the tower.  Both proposed leased parcels would be on the property of the Connecticut Water Company and within an existing fence.  No expansion or change to the existing fence would be required.





The existing BANM 130-foot lattice tower on the site was approved by the Council in 1987 as Docket No. 58A.  An existing Connecticut Water Company water tank stands approximately 45 feet from the base of the existing telecommunications tower. The proposed Springwich antennas would be mounted approximately 112 feet above ground level (AGL) on the existing tower.  BANM presently has 12 antenna at approximately 133 feet AGL and two six-foot microwave dishes 125 feet AGL. To accommodate the proposed Springwich antennas, BANM has replaced a portion of the lattice support structures near the base of the tower with stronger members.





The addition of the 12 proposed Springwich antennas would add 0.0544 mW/cm2 to the existing radio frequency power density at the base of the tower, based on a worst case calculation under American National Standards Institute (ANSI) standards.  The resultant combined power densities, including all existing and proposed dishes and antennas, would be 17.4 percent of the ANSI standards for mixed frequency sites.





The existing tower site is on a wooded hill with no homes in the immediate vicinity.  The installation of the proposed equipment building, emergency generator and fuel tank would not require the removal of any trees, as the area enclosed by the 8-foot high fence consists of grasses, shrubs, and herbaceous vegetation.  The emergency generator would stand within a sound-proof cabinet.





Utilities would be brought into the site underground along an existing access road from South Street on Connecticut Water Company property.





If the Council grants approval of this petition, BANM would file an application for a building permit from the Town of Vernon.





Robert K. Erling


Senior Siting Analyst





RKE/ss


siting\petition\355\sr061896.doc











