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On November 10, 1998, Northeast Utilities Service Company (NU) submitted a petition to the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) for a determination that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) is required to place additional fiber optic cable on existing transmission structures on the proposed route in Montville, construction of a new telecommunications building in Montville substation, and installation of a single wood pole at two locations one each in the Towns of Middletown and Haddam.  NU has notified these towns of the proposed project.





On December 10, 1998, Chairman Mortimer A. Gelston and William H. Smith of the Council with staff Fred O. Cunliffe met Jon Case of NU at the Montville substation, Lathrop Road, Montville, for a field review for this project.





NU seeks to add an additional 3.2 miles of dielectric self-supporting (ADSS) cable from Huntsbrook Junction to Montville Substation on circuit line 1250, and install a new single story telecommunications building (21-feet by 30 feet) adjacent to the substation.  This building would be over 500 feet from Lathrop Road.  A fuel tank and emergency generator would be installed on the east side of the building away from Lathrop Road.  The fence would be configured to allow access without going into the substation.  No clearing would be necessary to construct the building.





NU also proposes to install a self-supporting 45-foot above ground level (agl) wood pole next to River Road in Middletown. This pole would be located between structure nos. 15115 and 15116 of the Berlin substation and Millstone Station circuit near the Middletown Generating Station.  Another 40-foot agl wood pole would be installed to span Salmon Brook Road (a private road) on NU property in the Town of Haddam between structure nos. 15157 and 15158 of same circuit as the Middletown pole location. These poles are necessary to maintain National Electric Safety Code clearance between the ADSS cable and ground level as well as electric and telephone distribution lines.  Minimal clearing of vegetation would be necessary to install the wood poles.





NU reports the telecommunications network is about 90 percent complete in the state and the network may be extended to Rhode Island from Montville substation.





NU contends that the proposed changes would not result in a substantial adverse effect on the environment or ecology, nor would they damage existing scenic, historical, or recreational values.  Accordingly, NU requests that the Council rule that the proposed changes would have no substantial adverse environmental effect and reaffirm that no Certificate is required for this proposed state-wide project.
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