











Petition No. 339B


Northeast Utilities Service Company


Installation of Fiber Optic Cable and Structure Modifications


State of Connecticut Project


October 8, 1998





On September 18, 1998, Northeast Utilities Service Company (NU) submitted a petition to the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) for a determination that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) is required for an addition to place fiber optic shield wire on existing transmission structures on the proposed route in Norwalk, and the installation of a wood pole at the Berlin substation and two wood poles across from the Middletown substation.  NU has notified these towns of the project and the route change.





On October 7, 1998, Chairman Mortimer A. Gelston and William H. Smith of the Council with staff Fred O. Cunliffe met Jon Case of NU at the Berlin substation, Beckley Road, Berlin, for a field review for this project.





Initially, the project consisted of installing fiber optic cable within approximately 170 miles of existing transmission corridors ( 122 miles of optical ground wire (OPGW) as a shield wire, 46 miles of dielectric self-supporting (ADSS) cable and two miles of fiber optic wire).  On April 2, 1998, the Council amended its decision to include a change in routes thereby shortening the project mileage to 160; 110 miles of OPGW and 50 miles of ADSS cable which would be used and attached to existing transmission structures below the phase conductors.  The revised route would now include an additional 2.5 mile extension of OPGW along circuit no. 1389 between the Norwalk substation and Route 1.





NU proposes to install a self-supporting 40-foot wood pole (33 feet above ground level) to accommodate the ADSS cable entering the Berlin substation. This pole location is on the interior portion of CL&P owned property between structure 6190 and the substation along the Berlin-Middletown 115-kV circuit.  Existing roads around the perimeter of the substation and transmission rights-of-way will be used to install the wood pole. Also, NU proposes to install a self-supporting 50-foot wood pole and a guyed 50-foot wood pole (both 43 feet above ground level) along River Road in Middletown.  These poles are necessary to maintain National Electric Safety Code clearance between the ADSS cable and ground level as well as electric and telephone distribution lines. The poles in Middletown are located along River Road, near the Middletown Generating Station, between structure nos. 6102 and 6103 of the Middletown-United Aircraft Corporation 115-kV circuit and between structure nos. 6001 and 6002 of the Berlin-Middletown 115-kV circuit.  NU has rights to install the wood pole on United Aircraft Corporation property. Minimal clearing of scrub vegetation would be necessary to install the wood poles.





NU contends the proposed modifications would not result in a substantial adverse effect on the environment or ecology, nor would it damage existing scenic, historical, or recreational values.  Accordingly, NU requests that the Council rule that the proposed changes would have no substantial adverse environmental effect and reaffirm that no Certificate is required for this proposed state-wide project.
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