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On March 4, 1998, Northeast Utilities Service Company (NU) submitted a petition to the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) for a determination that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) is required for the proposed route change, construction of an equipment enclosure at Berlin Substation in Berlin and Devon Generating Station in Milford, and installation of a 35-foot high wood pole south of New Cheshire Road, Meriden.





On March 30, 1998, William H. Smith, and Brain J. Emerick of the Council and with staff Joel M. Rinebold and Fred O. Cunliffe met T.V. George, Ray Gagnon, and Jon Case of NU at New Cheshire Road, Meriden, for a field review for this project.





Initially, the project consisted of installing fiber optic cable within approximately 170 miles of existing transmission corridors ( 122 miles of optical ground wire (OPGW) as a shield wire, 46 miles of dielectric self-supporting (ADSS) cable and two miles of fiber optic wire).  NU is notifying the Council of a change in routes thereby shortening the project mileage to 160.  Now the proposed project would install 110 miles of OPGW and 50 miles of ADSS cable which would be used and attached to existing transmission structures below the phase conductors.  The revised route includes construction in eight towns not previously involved in the original route, replacing eight other towns no longer included in the route.  NU has notified these towns of the project and the route change.





NU proposes to install a self-supporting 35-foot high wood pole to accommodate the ADSS cable along the existing right-of-way in Meriden.  This pole is necessary to maintain National Electric Safety Code clearance between the ADSS cable and an existing electric and telephone distribution line.  The pole location is between structures 3666 and 3667 along the 115-kV electric transmission circuit no. 1630 and south of New Cheshire Road, Meriden.  Minimal clearing of scrub vegetation would be necessary to install the wood pole.





The project will also include the construction of a 21-foot by 30-foot by 12-foot high enclosure at two locations, the Berlin substation and Devon Generating Station.  These enclosures would be built along the substation’s fence line to allow telecommunications operators to access the buildings without entering the substation.  Minimal grading would be necessary to construct the enclosures.  Each enclosure would have an emergency propane-fueled generator that would run for about twenty minutes per week for testing.  No water or sewer connections are needed.  At the Berlin substation a buffer of evergreens shields views of the substation and proposed enclosure from Beckley Road.  At Devon Generating Station the proposed enclosure is located east of the front gate. Construction of this enclosure would be consistent with the institutional development at Devon Generating Station.





NU contends the proposed modifications would not result in a substantial adverse effect on the environment or ecology, nor will it damage existing scenic, historical, or recreational values.  Accordingly, NU requests that the Council rule that the proposed changes would have no substantial adverse environmental effect and would not require a Certificate from the Council.
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