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On December 6, 2012, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a petition from The Connecticut Light and Power Company (CL&P) for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for the proposed removal of a 40-foot tall wood pole and the installation of an 84-foot steel monopole at a CL&P substation on Prospect Street in Ridgefield, Connecticut. Council member Dr. Barbara Bell and Siting Analyst David Martin visited the site on January 9, 2013 to review the proposal. John Morissette, Steve Florio and Mike Carbary represented CL&P at the field review. 
The Prospect Street substation is located approximately 3,000 feet east of the center of Ridgefield. CL&P currently has three omnidirectional (whip) antennas installed on the existing 40-foot tall wood pole. There is one additional antenna attached to the side of the substation building adjacent to the wood pole. CL&P is proposing to remove the existing tower and replace it with an 84-foot steel monopole. The four existing antennas would be relocated to the new pole and one additional antenna would also be installed. With its antennas in place, the new pole would reach an overall height of 101.5 feet above ground level. The new pole would be made of Corten steel rather than the more typical galvanized steel. CL&P is using the Corten steel in this case at the request of the Ridgefield First Selectman. 
The radio ground equipment for the antennas would be transferred from its current location inside the substation control building to a 10-foot by 16-foot pre-fabricated concrete building that is currently on site and next to where the new steel pole would be installed. The antenna cables that now go into the substation control building would be routed into the equipment shelter. The purpose of the new pole’s installation is to improve CL&P’s Distribution Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition (DSCADA) system, which monitors the operation of CL&P’s electrical distribution system and operates some of the system components (i.e., reclosers) remotely. 
There is a small ridge to the immediate west of the substation that is topped with mature, mostly deciduous trees. The height of the proposed pole is driven by the need to get CL&P’s DSCADA signals above the foliage of these trees, which will largely screen views of the new pole from the west during the leaf-on season.
There are condominiums at the top of this ridge, the nearest of which are approximately 185 feet from the substation. There is a small residential development, which appears to be fairly recent, to the east of the substation. The proposed 84-foot pole would not be any taller than the transmission line poles that feed the substation, which run approximately 100 – 110 feet tall. In addition, there are transmission pole-mounted antennas that reach a height of 117 feet above ground level just to the south of the substation.
CL&P sent letters to approximately 350 of the substation’s nearest neighbors notifying them of its proposed pole installation. CL&P did not receive any comments from the neighbors.
Council staff calculates that the power density of CL&P’S proposed antennas would equal 17.8% of the FCC’s maximum permissible limit.

The proposed tower replacement is not expected to have any substantial adverse environmental effects. 
