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On July 19, 2012, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a petition from The Connecticut Light & Power Company (CL&P) for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for proposed modifications to an existing transmission line that would consist of the replacement of seven 115-kV transmission line structures and associated maintenance work in Ledyard, Connecticut. Council member Brian Golembiewski and Siting Analyst David Martin visited the area where the work would occur on September 4, 2012 to review the proposal. John Morissette, Susan Provost, Rina Landry, and Stephen Marien represented CL&P at the field review. The Ledyard Land Use Officer, Bonnie Potocki, was also present.
CL&P’s modifications would be to its existing 1410 transmission line that runs between the Buddington Substation in Groton and the Montville Substation in Montville. They would consist of replacing seven existing, 57-foot high wooden H-frame structures with structures of the same type that would be 66 feet high. CL&P also plans on converting the insulation on 15 existing structures from a suspension configuration to a strain configuration. The purpose of this proposed work would be to raise the height of existing conductors thereby eliminating existing clearance limitations and permitting the transmission of higher voltages on this line. 
To conduct this work, CL&P would use the existing access roads that traverse most of its right-of-way where the work would occur. The work would require some mowing and clearing, which would be similar to its normal vegetation management practices within its right-of-ways, and the addition of gravel to some of the existing access roads. Some of the work would require wetlands crossings. In these instances, CL&P would use temporary construction mats and/or the installation of clean rock fill. CL&P’s work would not extend or widen any of the existing access roads. The work would not affect existing drainage patterns. 
During the project, CL&P would follow the soil erosion and sediment control practices of the 2002 Connecticut Guidelines for Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Control. According to the DEEP’s Natural Diversity Database, there are no populations of federal or state endangered, threatened, or special concern species that would be affected by the project. The proposed work would have minimal impact on the transmission line’s existing electric and magnetic fields.

CL&P plans to commence construction on this project during the fall of 2012 and to complete it by December, 2012. 

The proposed modifications are not expected to have any substantial adverse environmental effects. 
