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On March 1, 2012, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a petition from The Connecticut Light & Power (CL&P) for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for the proposed replacement of an existing monopole tower in Hartford, Connecticut. Council member Brian Golembiewski and Siting Analyst David Martin visited the site on March 21, 2012 to review the proposal. John Morissette and Steve Florio represented CL&P at the field review. 
CL&P currently has an Area Work Center (AWC) located at 400-410 Sheldon Street in Hartford. The AWC includes two brick office buildings, one of which has a 44-foot monopole installed on its roof. The original height of this monopole was 60 feet, but CL&P recently  removed a section of the monopole to address concerns about its structural condition. The existing monopole and its antennas are used to provide radio communication to field crews in the Hartford area, paging services for local employees, and load management.
CL&P is now in the process of upgrading its AWC. The building at 410 Sheldon Street is being renovated and its neighbor at 400 Sheldon Street, on which the monopole is mounted, will be demolished. CL&P proposes to install a new, guyed lattice monopole that will be 51.3 feet tall (about 98 feet above ground level). CL&P would install seven antennas on the new tower at various heights. The tallest and highest of these antennas would extend to an overall height of 107 feet above ground level. CL&P would install a guyed lattice tower for the better stability it would provide versus a monopole. The better stability would enable CL&P to install microwave antennas on the tower if needed at some future date.
Council staff calculates that the radiofrequency emissions of CL&P’s antennas would equal approximately 11.6% of the FCC limit for maximum permissible exposure. 
The land use in the area around the AWC is a mixture of commercial and industrial, with some apartment buildings in the vicinity. The AWC is located next to where the Whitehead Highway joins I-91 and is down the street from the Colt building.  There are several large smokestacks nearby and other significant pieces of urban infrastructure.  The installation of the proposed tower would not constitute any significant visual intrusion in this area of Hartford.
The proposed tower installation is not expected to have any substantial adverse environmental effects. 
