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On December 14, 2011, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a petition (Petition) from American Tower Corporation (ATC) for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required to replace and expand an existing telecommunications facility at 10 Tanner Marsh Road, Guilford.  This Petition was field reviewed by Council members Robin Stein and Dr. Barbara Bell, and Michael Perrone of the Council staff on January 11, 2012.  Brandon Ruotolo, Brian Seabowrne, Matt Beaupre, Carlos Centore, and Doug Drost attended the field review as consultants for the project.  Chief Charles Herrschaft from the Guilford Fire Department also attended the field review. 

Specifically, ATC seeks to replace an existing 150-foot monopole with a new approximately 191-foot self-supporting lattice tower to accommodate the Town of Guilford’s (Town) public safety communications objectives.  The subject property is owned by the Town and currently contains a water tank and an another lattice tower owned and operated by Comcast.

The existing monopole is not structurally capable of supporting the Town’s communications antennas.  The water tank has insufficient height, and the existing lattice tower is not under ATC’s ownership or control.  Thus, ATC proposes a tower replacement.  The additional height will allow the Town to meet its coverage objectives for emergency services communications.  The lattice design was chosen over the monopole because of structural advantages given the significant height and the wind loading requirements.  All existing carriers on the monopole would be moved to the new lattice tower at approximately the same heights.  These carriers include T-Mobile, AT&T, USA Mobility, MetroPCS, and WMNR radio.  The existing monopole would be removed immediately after the new lattice tower becomes fully functional.  The tower compound would be expanded by approximately 30 feet by 67 feet to the south to accommodate the new tower and the Town’s proposed 11-foot 5-inch by 28-foot equipment shelter.    
There are no wetlands at the site.  Lighting of the tower would not be required per the Federal Aviation Administration.  The new tower would be structurally adequate to support the proposed loading.  The maximum worst-case power density would be 16.5 percent of the applicable limit.  ATC had a photo simulation performed for locations to the north, south, east, and west, up to a one-mile radius from the proposed tower location.  The worst-case year-round tower visibility would extend approximately 0.21 miles to the north, 0.32 miles to the south, 1.0 miles to the east (within the study area), and 1.0 miles to the west (within the study area).      

The site is located in a largely commercial area and is located next door to a diner.  However, there are residences across the street.  ATC provided notice to abutting property owners.  ATC received two inquiries about the project, but no objections.  On February 6, 2012, Mr. Ruotolo of ATC and Mr. Centore, the Town’s consultant, made a presentation about the project at a regular Board of Selectman meeting.  The meeting was publicly noticed, with public in attendance, and was also televised.  After the presentation, Fire Chief Herrschaft spoke in favor.  The Board asked questions answered by Mr. Ruotolo and Mr. Centore, and the Mayor invited public comment, but no one spoke.  
The Town supports the proposed project according to letters received from First Selectman Joseph Mazza and In-house Counsel Pamela Millman dated August 19, 2011 and February 10, 2012, respectively.  This proposed tower would solve the Town’s critical emergency communications issues.
Staff suggests including the following conditions:

· The coax lines shall be configured per the structural analysis report dated December 21, 2011 and sealed by Jaime Reyes, P.E.;
· The Council shall be notified in writing that the coax was installed as specified; 
· Unless otherwise approved by the Council, the existing monopole shall be removed within 180 days of the installation of the new lattice tower; and
· The Council shall be notified in writing when the existing monopole is removed and the new tower is operational.  
