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On November 29, 2011, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a petition from MetroPCS for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required to install wireless telecommunications antennas on a smokestack at 1-3 Oakland Avenue in East Hartford, Connecticut. Council member Brian Golembiewski and Siting Analyst David Martin visited the site on December 28, 2011 to review the proposal. Andy Candiello represented MetroPCS at the field review. 

There is an existing smokestack, which is 117’ 6” tall and currently unused, within an old industrial complex that now appears to be used primarily for warehousing at 1-3 Oakland Avenue in East Hartford. MetroPCS seeks to flush mount six panel antennas on the smokestack at a centerline height of 110 feet above ground level. MetroPCS would also paint the antennas red to match the brick of the smokestack. MetroPCS would place its ground equipment on an eight-foot by 16-foot concrete pad to be installed between the smokestack and an adjacent building. The concrete pad would be enclosed by a chain link fence. Utilities for MetroPCS’s installation would be brought from the nearest street along the property line of the industrial complex.
On February 25, 2010, Pocket filed a petition with the Council to install antennas at the same location on this smokestack. The structural analysis submitted with this petition stated that, due to instability, the top eight feet of the smokestack, which was 125 feet tall at the time, should be removed and the top capped to prevent water infiltration. The analysis also stated that stress cracks in the smokestack needed repair and areas of eroded mortar had to be refilled. Although Pocket never did install its antennas on the smokestack, it did complete the work cited in the structural analysis. The structural analysis for MetroPCS’s petition states that the refurbished smokestack can support the proposed antennas. 
Council staff calculates that the radiofrequency emissions of MetroPCS’s antennas would equal approximately 6.5% of the FCC limit for maximum permissible exposure. Previously, Clearwire received the Council’s approval of a tower share request on this smokestack. If Clearwire’s antennas are installed the combined radiofrequency emissions of the two carriers would equal approximately 8.3% of the FCC limit.
The land use in the area around the smokestack is a mixture of commercial/industrial, most of which is warehousing, and single and two-family housing. The addition of the proposed antennas would not result in any increase in the visibility of the existing smokestack
The proposed antenna installation is not expected to have any substantial adverse environmental effects. 
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