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On October 28, 2011, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a petition (Petition) from The United Illuminating Company (UI) for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for the proposed reconfiguration of the #8300 transmission line on UI’s property at 520 Grand Avenue, New Haven. This Petition was field reviewed by Council member Dr. Barbara Bell and Michael Perrone of the Council staff on November 16, 2011.  Bohdan Katreczko and Bradley Parsons from UI also attended the field review. 

The 4-acre property at 520 Grand Avenue hosts two UI facilities in close proximity: the Grand Avenue Switching Station (newly upgraded with gas insulation), and the Mill River Substation (a traditional installation standing in the open air). The two are connected with a 115-kV transmission path: the #8301 line. A Southwest Connecticut transmission planning study determined that a loss of the #8301 line would substantially weaken the electric system in New Haven area. Minor overloads occur under system conditions where the #8301 line is a first-level contingency (i.e. out of service), while more severe overloads result from various second contingencies on the line. The proposed project would eliminate these overloads and voltage violations. 

UI first evaluated several alternatives involving fixes to the #8301 line itself, but it also looked at what might be done with another line available at the Mill River Substation (#8300) and determined that reconfiguring the #8300 line would be the superior option.

Currently, the #8300 line connects Quinnipiac Substation with the Mill River Substation.  The Mill River end of the #8300 line would be relocated to the Grand Avenue Switching Station, and a short new overhead 115-kV transmission line would be built to complete the circuit from there to the Mill River Substation. The line terminations at Grand Avenue require the connection of a breaker-and-a-half bay to the 115-kV gas-insulated (GIS) switchgear.  Short runs of gas-insulated lines would be required to extend the two line positions outside the GIS building.  

In order to accomplish the reconfiguration described above, UI would install five new tubular steel monopole support structures and associated conductors within the fenced area of the property. Two monopoles would be 95 feet high, and three would be 75 feet high. The number and height of the monopoles is necessary to fit the reconfigured line around the significant amount of utility infrastructure already existing here. The height of the monopoles would not be significantly taller than existing structures, which are roughly in the range of 69 to 79 feet.  
The site is zoned industrial and located in an industrial/commercial area with no homes in the vicinity. The railroad, with its associated catenary towers, runs along the west side of the property. The laydown area for construction material and equipment would be within the existing fenced area. There are no wetlands at the site.  

UI provided notice of the project to the City of New Haven (City).  No comments have been received from the City.  The project is expected to commence in the second quarter of 2012, with projected completion by the first quarter of 2013.    

This project is not expected to have a substantial adverse environmental effect.
