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On October 26, 2011, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a petition (Petition) from MetroPCS for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for the proposed modifications to an existing telecommunications facility at 75 Wells Road in Wethersfield.  Specifically, MetroPCS seeks to co-locate on an existing 104-foot tall monopole owned by New Cingular Wireless PCS LLC (AT&T).  The existing tower, located adjacent to the east side of an existing building, currently supports AT&T.  T-Mobile and Verizon have existing leases for tower space but have not located on the tower to date.  
MetroPCS seeks to install six panel antennas on t-arms at the 75-foot level of the tower.  The tower and foundation would require modifications to support the new equipment.  

MetroPCS would install three equipment cabinets adjacent to the existing fenced compound area.  The ground equipment would require MetroPCS to expand the existing compound and lease area to the south.  The new fenced area would extend 17 feet to the south, then angle 12 feet to the west, terminating at the existing building.  The new fence would match the existing.  Three new plantings would be installed along the east side of the new fenced area to screen views from Wells Road and Savage Road.  Staff recommends one additional evergreen planting along the south side of the compound extension to provide further screening.  

There are no wetlands at the site.  One evergreen shrub would be removed.  The addition of new plantings along the fence line of the compound expansion area would mitigate views of the compound from the south and east.  Evergreens along the east side and north side of the existing compound would remain.  The maximum worst-case power density including AT&T’s existing and T-Mobile’s and Verizon’s proposed equipment, would be 53 percent of the applicable limit.  

