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On September 29, 2011, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a petition from The Connecticut Light and Power Company (CL&P) for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for the proposed installation of an 85-foot steel pole and associated radio communications equipment at the Cedar Heights Substation on Rapids Road in Stamford, Connecticut. Council Chairman Robin Stein and Siting Analyst David Martin visited the site on October 19, 2011 to review the proposal. John Morissette and Steve Florio represented CL&P at the field review. 
The Cedar Heights substation is located in the northern part of Stamford, just south of the Merritt Parkway. It sits on a ten-acre parcel and is surrounded by dense, mature vegetation that provides an effective visual screen, even to its closest neighbors. CL&P is proposing to install a steel pole that would be 85 feet high. CL&P would attach two whip antennas to the pole, one that would be installed upright and one that would be inverted. The upright antenna would extend to an overall height of approximately 94.25 feet above ground level. The purpose of the installation is to provide more capacity for CL&P’s Distribution Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition (DSCADA) system, which monitors the operation of CL&P’s electrical transmission and distribution system and remotely controls reclosers on this system. CL&P does have a 450 MHz radio system in place, but this system is at full capacity. The proposed antennas would operate in the 900 MHz range and would allow for the addition of 30-50 more reclosers to CL&P’s system in this area. 
The proposed pole would be installed outside of the substation proper but within the outer of the two fences that surround the substation. It would be located adjacent to an existing, smaller wooden pole to which an obsolete, inactive antenna is attached. The wooden pole and its antenna would be taken down.

The height of the proposed pole is driven by the substation’s location at the bottom of a small bowl and is needed to reach the area it would serve. The pole would be painted brown, which would help minimize any potential visibility. Actually, any visual impact of the proposed tower and antennas should be minimal given the dense vegetation that surrounds the substation. 

At the Chairman’s request, CL&P sent certified letters to abutting property owners notifying them of its proposed pole installation.

Council staff calculates that the power density of CL&P’S proposed antennas would equal 4.78% of the FCC’s maximum permissible limit.

The proposed installation of the tower and antennas is not expected to have any substantial adverse environmental effects. 
