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On August 23, 2011, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a petition from The Connecticut Light and Power Company (CL&P) for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for proposed modifications to an existing telecommunications tower located at 181 Garden Hill Circle in Waterbury, Connecticut. Council member Ed Wilensky and Siting Analyst David Martin visited the site on September 12, 2011 to review the proposal. Helen Taylor and Steve Florio represented CL&P at the field review. 
Garden Hill Circle ends at the top of Long Hill in northeastern Waterbury. Its prominence overlooking the city of Waterbury and I-84 makes Long Hill an ideal location for telecommunications towers and, in fact, there are six telecommunications towers and a water tank with antennas on it off of Garden Hill Circle. CL&P currently has three microwave dishes and an omni-directional antenna located on the 180-foot self-supporting lattice tower owned by Message Center Management (MCM). The antennas are part of CL&P’s Distribution Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition (DSCADA) system and its corporate network system. 

CL&P wants to install additional equipment and an emergency backup generator to support its antennas but cannot do so within the MCM base compound because of size constraints. Unable to make its desired system improvements at the MCM facility, CL&P proposes to move its antennas and supporting equipment to the nearby SBA-owned, 280-foot guyed lattice tower located approximately 250 feet to the southwest. CL&P would install two new microwave dishes on the SBA tower and move the smallest of its three microwave dishes from the MCM tower to the SBA tower. It would also install two new omni-directional antennas on the SBA tower. CL&P’s would install its antennas between 93 and 98 feet above ground level on the SBA tower. CL&P’s ground equipment would be located within an 11-foot by 20-foot shelter. There is ample space within the SBA compound to accommodate CL&P’s equipment shelter and its propane-fueled, 20 kW backup generator. 
An engineer’s structural analysis of CL&P’s proposed antenna loading concluded that the SBA tower needed modifications to comply with applicable structural standards. According to CL&P’s representatives, SBA has completed the necessary modifications.
C Squared Systems, CL&P’s Radio Frequency engineering consultant, took field measurement of the existing power density levels at different locations around the vicinity of the Garden Hill Circle towers. All of C Squared’s measurements were below the range within which readings can be accurately measured.
The relocation of CL&P’s antennas from the MCM tower to the SBA tower would not constitute any significant change to the visual presence of the existing array of towers on Long Hill. Furthermore, the proposed antenna relocation is not expected to have any substantial adverse environmental effects. 
