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On August 15, 2011, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a petition from MetroPCS for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for a minor extension of an existing equipment compound at a telecommunications facility located at 60 South Main Street in East Granby, Connecticut. Council member Larry Levesque and Siting Analyst David Martin visited the site on September 9, 2011 to review the proposal. Jackie Slaga represented MetroPCS at the field review. 
The existing telecommunications facility consists of a 98-foot tall monopole tower inside a 60-foot by 40-foot equipment compound owned by Crown Castle. Currently, there are four carriers using this facility: Sprint with antennas at a centerline height of 96.5 feet above ground level (agl), T-Mobile with antennas at a centerline height of 89 feet agl, AT&T with antennas at a centerline height of 76 feet agl, and Verizon with antennas at a centerline height of 67 feet agl. 

MetroPCS seeks to install six antennas at a centerline height of 82 feet agl. Its ground equipment would consist of cabinets on a 10-foot by 16-foot concrete pad. There is, however, not enough room within the existing compound to accommodate MetroPCS’s ground equipment. One reason for this is that Verizon has a propane tank in the northeast corner of the compound to fuel its backup generator. Safety regulations require a 10-foot, no-spark-area to be maintained around the tank. In order to create space for its ground equipment, MetroPCS proposes to add an additional 13-foot by 22-foot enclosed space to the compound’s southeast corner. This expansion would require the clearing of some existing brush, but no trees would be cut and no wetland area would be filled. The proposed expansion would occur within Crown Castle’s existing 75-foot by 75-foot lease area. 
Although its address is listed as 60 South Main Street, the Crown Castle facility is located off of Hillcrest Drive, which serves as access for a Roncari/Tilcon quarry operation just to the south of the facility. Thick stands of trees and other vegetation shield the compound from the view of residential properties to the north. In fact, with leaves on the trees, the tower was not visible from Route 20 (Turkey Hills Road), the nearest main artery, or from the portion of Hillcrest Drive on which residences are located.
Council staff calculates that the addition of MetroPCS’s antennas to this facility would bring its power density to 69.7 % of the FCC’s maximum permissible limit.

MetroPCS’s proposed expansion of the existing equipment compound is not expected to have any substantial adverse environmental effects. 
