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On August 1, 2011, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a petition from The Connecticut Light and Power Company (CL&P) for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for proposed modifications to the existing CL&P Newtown substation located at 173 Main Street in Newtown, Connecticut. Council member Larry Levesque, and Siting Analyst Robert Mercier visited the site on September 19, 2011 to review the proposal. Helen Taylor, Mike Gargnoa, and Peter Webb represented CL&P at the field review.  
CL&P seeks to install new equipment within the existing fence line of the substation, including one disconnect switch, one circuit switcher with a foundation, one bus support structure, one 115-kV bus, and a 115-kV to 13.8-kV, 25 MVA transformer. Other work includes modification of the existing transmission and distribution protection schemes and conduits, and support structures. The project is in response to an expected load increase related to the expansion of a local technology firm. 
The new equipment would be similar in size and appearance to existing equipment at the substation and would not increase the height or the bulk of the substation’s superstructure. Developed commercial properties abut the site to the north and south, a CL&P right-of-way is located to the east. A residence in a commercial zone is located to the west, across Route 25. Existing equipment is located on the west side of the compound, screened from Route 25 by a row of cedar trees, offering visual screening from this direction. The additional equipment would be added to the east side of the existing compound. The substation was installed in 1957.
The site is located in Flood Zone X, classified as by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) as an area with a  0.2 percent annual chance flood; an area of 1 percent annual chance flood with an average depth of less than one foot or with drainage areas less than one mile. The project would have minimal effect on flood storage capacity and does not require a FEMA Flood Elevation Management Certificate. 

