Petition No. 1001
MetroPCS

219 New Park Avenue, Hartford

Staff Report 

August 16, 2011

On July 13, 2011, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a petition (Petition) from MetroPCS for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for the proposed modifications to an existing telecommunications facility at 219 New Park Avenue, Hartford.  Specifically, MetroPCS seeks to co-locate on an existing 108-foot tall monopole owned by Crown Castle USA Inc.  MetroPCS would install six panel antennas and six remote tilt units at the 80-foot level of the tower via T-arm mounts.  
For its ground equipment, MetroPCS would install a 10-foot by 11-foot 6-inch concrete pad with five cabinets on top.  This would require that the compound fence be expanded slightly.  About 12 feet of existing chain link fence (on an angle) would be replaced with approximately 18 feet of fence on the south side of the compound.  This new straight section of fence would “square off” one side of the compound and allow the concrete pad to fit.  The new fence would match the existing.
There are no wetlands at the site.  No trees would need to be cleared.  The compound, including the new expanded area, is fully screened by existing vegetation.  No visibility of the expanded compound is expected from abutting properties.  The visual impact of the antennas and T-arm mounts is expected to be minimal given the tall existing trees and the limited visual profile of the T-arm mounts.
A Professional Engineer duly licensed in the State of Connecticut has certified that the tower and its foundation are structurally adequate to support the proposed loading.  The maximum worst-case power density would be 52.8 percent of the applicable limit.  

This Petition was field reviewed by Council member Phil Ashton and Michael Perrone of the Council staff on August 15, 2011.  Jackie Slaga, representing MetroPCS, also attended the field review.  
